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ADDENDA 
 

1.GREETINGS FROM WCRC 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30th September 2016 
URCSA 
General Secretary: Dr Dawid Kuyler 
 
 
                                     Greetings to the URCSA General Synod 
 
It is my joy and pleasure to bring you the greetings and best wishes of the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC). I was hoping to be with you in person 
but, unfortunately, I had to travel to the USA to a very important WCRC conference. 
However, I am grateful to Dr Dawid Kuyler for agreeing to read this message on my 
behalf.  
 
More than 80 million Reformed Christians in 109 countries throughout the world, the 
230 Member Churches of the WCRC, the General Secretary, the Rev. Chris 
Ferguson, the Staff in our office in Hannover, Germany, and the members of the 
Executive Committee join me in extending our greetings and prayers for your 
General Synod. 
 
The WCRC has sailed through some really turbulent times since its advent in 2010, 
mainly financial but, by the grace of God, it has emerged strong and steadfast. We 
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have been directed by the mandate that emerged out of our Uniting General 
Council in 2010: “called to communion and committed to justice.” With this in mind, 
we set about our work in the following areas: mission, communion, justice, theology 
and ecumenical engagement. I am pleased to say that we have achieved an 
enormous amount of good in these key strategic directives.  
 
We are now steadily moving into our next General Council in 2017 which, as you 
know, is a big year for Reformation celebration. In May this year our Executive 
Committee in Cuba took some very significant decisions about matters that would 
occupy the agenda of the Council. Some of these are: the recognition and role of 
women related to the ordination and ministry of women, human sexuality, religious 
violence, involvement of youth at leadership levels, peace initiatives in the Middle 
East, Korean Peninsula, Sudan and other parts of the world, covenanting for justice 
and the care of the earth, reformation and renewal of the church, etc. All of these 
are intended to provide stimulating and challenging discussions as we gather under 
the theme for the Council: “Living God, renew and transform us.” This theme is a 
prayer to God to transform the world but it begins with the church. We cannot seek 
to transform the world without ourselves, as Christians, wanting to change as well. 
Difficult and challenging as it may be, we are called to lead by example.  
 
We ask you to keep us in your prayers as we continue our preparations for the 
Council and for the gathering itself where significant decisions would be made, 
among other things, to strengthen the current ecumenical landscape by the signing 
of the “Wittenburg Witness/Declaration between WCRC and Lutheran World 
Federation as we take our many years of dialogue to the next stage, and offer our 
contributions to the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification entered into by 
the Lutherans and the Roman Catholic Church. Indeed, God is doing amazing and 
wonderful things! 
 
We know that this is a very special General Synod where you would make very 
important decisions for your Church and that you would also elect leaders to take 
you further in your work, life and witness as a Church. Given the challenges we 
face in the world and even in own country, it is important for the Church to be “salt 
and light” in the world as expressed in Matthew 5:13-16. We are called to be agents 
of hope in a world broken by sin, suffering, injustices, poverty, religious conflict and 
violence, materialism and secularization. We are called and challenged to continue 
to proclaim the message of hope, peace and joy in our Lord Jesus Christ with 
faithfulness and belief. My prayer is that you would continue to remain faithful to 
both God and God’s Word as you seek to be the presence of Christ both in South 
Africa and in the world at large.  
 
This year is also a very special one for the URCSA as you celebrate the 30th 
Anniversary of the Belhar Confession. We thank you for offering this Confession as 
a gift to the world. Its call for unity, reconciliation and restorative justice continues to 
speak to the many challenges we face in the world today in relation to injustices, 
racism, inequalities and human rights. It is thus not surprising that many Churches 
across the globe have adopted and embraced the message of the Belhar 
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Confession. It is, therefore, very sad that the Dutch Reformed Church has not been 
able to do the same as a denomination, although many among them have, but not 
successfully obtaining the two- thirds majority that is required. As facilitator of the 
unity dialogue and process, I was disappointed by this outcome especially knowing 
that the DRC Moderamen was fully supportive of this endeavour, hoping that it 
would have succeeded the second time round. They put a lot into this process and 
continue to remain hopeful as they pursue other options of working towards unity. 
 
I wish to thank the leadership of the URCSA for your journey, work and hope in this 
regard. I realise that you may face challenges and criticisms from your own 
members because of the DRC’s failure to accept the Belhar Confession but I want 
to assure you that your witness and work is not in vain. As Christians we must 
remain committed to the ideals of working toward Christian unity, reconciliation, 
justice and peace in the world. In spite of setbacks and challenges we must never 
lose sight of the vision of unity given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ in John 17 
when he prayed that “we may be one”. The temptation may be to resist any further 
efforts to this end but we must keep before us the big picture of unity, justice, peace 
and life in God. After all, this is the message of Belhar which you have so graciously 
given to us all. May we hold out this message with hope and joy in the face of our 
struggles, disappointments and dreams. 
 
I wish to thank you for the support and contributions you make to the life and work 
of the WCRC. We trust that you would participate fully in the 2017 General Council 
and seize the opportunities to be thoroughly integrated and involved in the life and 
work of the WCRC. 
 
May your General Synod be a wonderful experience of joy, fellowship, worship and 
spiritual discernment as you seek the will of God in the continued unity, work, 
witness and life of the URCSA. May the Holy Spirit give you wisdom and direction in 
all that you have to do and be in this country and world. Our prayers and thoughts 
are with you at this time as you celebrate the life, work and witness of your Church.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
 

 
The Rev. Prof. Jerry Pillay 
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2. GREETINGS FROM PCUSA (PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN USA) 
 
GREETINGS TO THE 27th GENERAL SYNOD OF THE UNITING REFORMED 

CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

The Reverend Robina Marie Winbush 

Associate Stated Clerk and Director of Ecumenical Relations 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

6 October 2016 

 

To Moderator Van Huffel, Officers, Sisters and Brothers in Christ and in Creation 

On behalf of the Co-Moderators of the 222nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) Co-Moderators Denise Anderson and Jan Edminston and Stated Clerk of the 

General Assembly J. Herbert Nelson, I greet you with the joy and love of our Lord and 

Savior, our Elder Brother, Our Guide and Liberator, Jesus the Christ.With joy and gratitude, 

I am honored to join you in the 27th General Synod of URCSA and the 30th anniversary of 

the Confession of Belhar.   

 

As you know, the 222nd General Assembly of the PC (U.S.A.) took the final steps to adopt 

the Confession of Belhar and add it to our Book of Confessions.  We have 11 confessions in 

our Book of Confessions that make up the theological foundation of our Constitution.  Ten 

of the confessions are from Europe and North America. The Confession of Belhar is the first 

Confession we have received from the Global South.  

 

We were honored to have your Assessor Betha as an official Ecumenical Advisory Delegate 

to our General Assembly. He served faithfully on the General Assembly Committee on 

Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations and helped us understand the role of the Confession of 

Belhar in your church and the ecumenical movement.  We were also grateful to have. Dr. 

Allan Boesak as our Ecumenical Breakfast speaker. Both expressed their appreciation to the 

General Assembly for our adoption of Belhar.  

This was an historical moment in the life of the PC(U.S.A.) as westruggle to claim God’s 

call of unity, reconciliation, and justice in our own life as a church and as a witness in a 
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country that is deeply divided along lines of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, and 

political affiliation.  

 

Yesterday, the World Communion of Reformed Churches leadership met with U.S. church 

representatives to discuss the current racial crisis and extra-judicial killings of Black and 

Brown people. One of the resources lifted up was the Confession of Belhar.  

Our two churches have a long history of partnership in mission and ecumenical relations.  It 

is our prayer that the One who through the power at work in us can accomplish far more 

than we can hope for or imagine will be glorified through our mutual commitment to unity, 

reconciliation and justice.  

 

May the grace of God’s favor be with you today and in the years ahead! 

3. GREETINGS FROM PCB (PROTESTANT CHURCH IN BELGIUM) 
 

Dear moderamen, brother and sisters of URCSA, distinguished guests, 

Thank you for the invitation to the United Protestant Church in Belgium for this URCSA 

synod 2016 and for the warm heartily welcome.  

In name of the UPCB, the moderamen of our church and our president rev. Steven Fuite, I 

greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Messiah.  

It is a great privilege and pleasure for me to be here for the fourth time, at one of your 

synods and for the twelfth time in your county.  

And to share with you all the good things God is giving us over the years in our partnership; 

especially through the Belhar Confession that our synod in November last year accepted as 

part of her constitution (until then it was already part of our church order).  

We rejoice with you in the celebration of 30 years Belhar Confession and her deep meaning 

and ongoing challenges to us and the church worldwide for peace, reconciliation and justice.  

 

Let me congratulate you with the election of the new moderator (and others members of the 

moderamen to come) and wish Prof Masidi and you all God’s blessing and wisdom for this 

call. 
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We want to thank especially our brother Dawid Kuyler for his visit to our Synod last 

November and brother Collin Goeiman for their sustained collaboration in our contacts.  

We thank URCSA for hosting our Youth Camp – CAP – this summer in South Africa; for 

the cooperation in the field off Service and Witness in the Home Based Health Care 

Program; and the Support Ministry for Communications and publications for URCSA 

NEWS in spite of all the difficulties it experiences.We are also grateful for the possibility 

given of a partnership between the two regions of our churches: East and West of Flanders 

and the Southern Synod. 

On behalf of the Commission Church and World of the UPCB I want to express again our 

wish for a multilateral meeting, on a regular basis, with all the ecumenical partners. 

In name of our president I confirm our invitation to you for our synod this November in 

Belgium. We look forward to welcome one of your delegates. 

Let me finish by citing the prophet Haggai chapter 2 verse 9: The second glory of this house 

will be greater than the first, says the Lord of armies: and in this place I will give peace, 

says the Lord of armies. 

Haggai’s name means ‘feast’; he belongs to the first group of peoples who returned from the 

Babylon exile. They came back to the Promised Land with great expectations. They put a lot 

of effort into the building of their own luxurious houses, their future and prosperity, but they 

neglected the restoration of the destroyed temple, the house of their God who once again 

freed them and led them out of Babylon, just as He had led them out of Egypt. Haggai calls 

upon them: first things first – we must rebuild the temple!  

Maybe that applies also to the situation here and the building of a national central office or 

at least central administration office (with a General Secretary) somewhere in the country 

for the whole URCSA. I’m not saying that this would be the new temple but I think it is a 

necessary step for URCSA that we as UPCB would like to support as much as possible. 

I know how hard you all are working in your local churches and regional synods, but a 

stronger overall structure for the church, is of great importance for you and not least in 

regards to the cooperation with ecumenical partners abroad.  

 

There is nothing wrong with taking care of yourself too, but we must also pull together and 

not just work for our individual gain: says Haggai. 
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And he adds the promise that the future temple will be greater than that of the first, which 

was Salomon’s temple, and that the Lord will give his peace there. 

Peace for ourselves and peace for the whole church and by extension to your beautiful 

peoples and country; an intense peace of connectedness with God Liberator. 

On behalf of the UPCB I wish you that peace and Gods blessings and wisdom upon your 

deliberations during this synod and I assure you of our prayers and sustained solidarity with 

URCSA. 

Rev. Marc Loos 

Member of the moderamen of the United Protestant Church in Belgium. 

Member of the UPCB Commission Church and World 

Dominee at the Protestant Church in Gent - Belgium 

 

4. GREETINGS FROM PCN (PROTESTANT CHURCH IN THE NETHERLANDS) 

 

Thank you for your message and the resolutions of Synod. Visiting Synod has been indeed 

remarkable and rewarding experience. The singing and marching together is unforgettable, 

and there were so many friendly faces. 

 

I am extending the warmest greetings from the moderamen of the Protestant Church in the 

Netherlands and my personal gratitude; for being invited to represent the church, to attend 

synod and to express our commitment to the partnership we have worked continually in and 

committed ourselves to; 

I am also expressing the privilege of being invited with Prof. Leo Koffeman into a position 

of trust by assisting the URCSA and the Dutch Reformed Family in their process of 

unfication with reflecting on and drafting of an interim church order to enable this process at 

the local, the regional, and the general synod level, even when much work still has to be 

done in the DRC; 

I am sharing our own experience of working with an interim church order and taking small 

steps, without losing sight of the vision of what we try to reach out to: one church with one 

mission - and hoping that the church union process of the Uniting Reformed Church and the 
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Dutch Reformed Church (plus family) will not take forty years like it took in the 

Netherlands... 

 

Christian greetings, 

Rev Evert Overeem 

 

5. GREETINGS FROM LIPPISCHE LANDESKIRCHE 

 
Greetings to the General Synod of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 2016 
 
Stefanie Rieke-Kochsiek: Good morning, goeie more, sanibonani, molweni, dumelang 
bomme le bontate! 
 
Dietmar Arends: Dear sisters and brothers, madame moderator, members of the moderamen, 
delegates of the General Synod and guests! 
We greet you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! We congratulate the newly elected 
moderator, Prof. Modise, and the reelected actuaries Rev. Betha. May God bless you in your 
service! 
Let me first thank you for the invitation to the General Synod of your church. It is a 
privilege for us to be here. We always see that you really take seriously what partnership 
means: you do not only invite your partners to every synod, you also involve them. We are 
honoured to share with you all matters of concern and to nurture our partnership spiritually. 
Thank you so much for your hospitality and thank you for giving us the opportunity to 
address the synod.  
I am Dietmar Arends. Since two and a half years I am the moderator of the Church of Lippe, 
the so-called “Landessuperintendent”. Before I came to Lippe I was serving in the 
Evangelical Reformed Church as a pastor for ecumenical relations and for diaconal service. 
Therefore I have been already in South Africa several times and have been involved in the 
partnership with your church since long. Now, from my new position in the Church of Lippe 
I like to bring greetings from the church board and the chamber for ecumenical relations. I 
come from Lippe together with the South African commissioner in our church, the contact 
person between Lippe and URCSA, Rev. Stefanie Rieke-Kochsiek. She worked with you a 
few years ago. For me, it seems as if she knows almost every second person in this room! 
 
S. R.-K.: Thank you from my side as well! I am very happy to be here with you and to see 
so many well known faces. Four years ago I already had the privilege to participate in the 
Synod in Namibia and before I worked with you from 2009 – 2011. We stayed in Pretoria as 
a family, I was based in Melodi ya Tshwane, worked with the Northern Theological 
Seminary and visited many congregations. Therefore the synod is also a possibility of a 
follow up when I see pastors or church elders from congregations which I visited and you 
can tell me, where are you now, with the congregational work, with a new church 
building… I still feel binded to you in the spirit.  



 
 

Page 215 

Minutes of the 7th General Synod of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 2016 

 
A.D.: We are impressed that you take up again the confession of Belhar, and that you really 
ask on different levels what it means to live Belhar and to implement it. In Germany we also 
feel that the confession of Belhar is a very important theological contribution. We are still 
very thankful for this important gift you gave as a church to us and to the ecumenical world. 
And this gift is still challenging us. We too need a clear stand where the church shall stand, 
and Belhar gives a clear answer. “The church must stand where God stands, against injustice 
and with the wronged.” We did not yet adopt it Belhar as a confession - in Lippe that has to 
do with the mixture of Reformed and Lutheran congregations and the different 
understanding of a “confession”. But we want to work with it. 
 
S. R.-K.: Therefore we started a process last year together with the Evangelical Reformed 
Church and the Reformed Alliance to develop a magazine with different contributions about 
the Belhar Confession, to make it more known. Beside of theological reflections and 
informations about the historical context we put a focus on practical proposals how to work 
with Belhar in different ministries: with catechism classes, with women and seniors, with 
youth, in worship service, also in school. Now we introduce it and try to encourage 
especially all those who don´t have special links to South Africa. We want to show: it is not 
just the subject of the friends of South Africa, beside of the specific context from South 
Africa it is relevant for all of us.  
 
A.D.: One subject that you will find in this magazine is of course the crisis of the refugees, 
the desparate situation of all those who have to leave their country because of war or 
famines or persecution and who often do not find open doors. Although there was and still is 
a culture of welcoming and help from the side of many volunteers who are committed, 
inspirated by faith or good will, we also experience fears, xenophobia, an unwillingness to 
share and to include and integrate strangers. In that regard the press statement from URCSA 
from last year is a really strong declaration, we translated it for this magazine.  
 
S. R.-K.: Another subject is the devision between the rich and the poor as a world-wide gap 
and as a development in every country. Even in a relatively rich country like Germany we 
see that people are excluded because of low income and that also the children of families in 
need have a very little chance to develop themselves. This is not only a scandal in a country 
like Germany, it is also a theological challenge. When God is “in a special way the God on 
the destitute, the poor and the wronged and that God calls the church to follow…”, then the 
church must raise her voice and get involved. 
 
D.A.: Two weeks ago we celebrated a service: “30 years confession of Belhar” in Lippe. In 
the sermon I was asking if we live according to the Belhar confession and gave a double 
answer: yes, we try to live it, to take it up as a guideline, to take a stand, f.ex. in the debate 
of asylum and refugee policy, we act… And on the other hand: no, we daily fail to really 
live it. – So I hope that with this visit, we also experience in which ways you live with it, 
that we can encourage each other and learn from each other.  
 
S. R.-K.: According to the decade before the reformation jubilee we have this year the 
subject of reformation and the one world. Therefore we had a campaign “wider outlook 
works”, with many activities about ecumenical learning. In May we had an ecumenical 
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church festival in Lippe. Dr. Dawid Kuyler was there, we were blessed with his presence 
and his contributions. We are convinced: when Reformation is an ongoing process, we 
cannot just look at ourselves and celebrate for ourselves, we need you as our partners to ask: 
what are our common tasks? 
 
A.D.: Dear sisters and brothers! 
We do have our partnership agreement since 1998/99 and we feel enriched by this strong 
relation. We already want to invite you when we have 20 years of partnership to come to 
Germany with the moderamen, to look at our contract and to ask together how we go 
forward. We know that you are still in a difficult situation in many regards. The church 
unification process seems to be unsatisfying, we are eager to hear in how far you came 
forward and to share it with you. We want to assure you that we still want to support you 
and be on your side. And we want to let you know that in the same time we need you, your 
contributions, your prayers.  
 
S. R.-K.: We wish you a blessed synod with constructive discussions and inspiring prayers. 
May the Spirit move you!  
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
spirit be and remain with you all! Mohau wa Morena Jesu Kreste, le lerato la Modimo Ntate, 
le kopano la Moya o Hallalelang o be le lona kaofela! 
Thank you! 
 
Moderator Rev. Dietmar Arends, Rev. Stefanie Rieke-Kochsiek 
 

6. GREETINGS FROM DRC 
 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH AT THE GENERAL SYNOD 

OF THE UNITING REFORMED CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA  

4 October 2016  

Sisters and brothers of the Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa  

I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

A General Synod is always a very significant event in the life of our reformed churches. We, 

the members of the moderamen of the DRC, pray that you will experience the presence of 

our Lord during this meeting in such a way that you will depart here inspired by His 

guidance and with a clear understanding of His will.  

 

Today we want to celebrate with you the gift of the Confession of Belhar. I am convinced 

that the influence of this gift from God to the church may not only be estimated by the 
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amount of churches which adopted it or confess it, although there are many. In 1986 the 

Confession of Belhar opened our minds to re-imagine our world as a place where peace and 

justice go together, and where reconciliation and unity are the fruits of God’s presence. The 

ripple effect of the confession is slowly but surely convincing all of us to understand that the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ is not only about spiritual conviction. His Kingship challenges us 

to reconstruct the world in a very practical way on the foundations of justice, peace and 

unity. The confession has comprehensive significance for our understanding of the dignity 

of every human being and of every interpersonal relationship. It has profound significance 

for our understanding of the role of the church in society and the ways in which we should 

witness with integrity to the Gospel.  

 

The decision of the DRC in 2011 to make the confession part of its confessional base is still 

standing. At our last General Synod we decided to make it possible for the 10 respective 

Synods of the DRC to adopt the confession on their own. We are awaiting the outcome of an 

appeal process against this resolution. As soon as we receive the green light we will proceed 

with the implementation of this option.  

In the mean while we are journeying with URCSA in the Season of Human Dignity. This 

Season was an intentional effort to embrace the contents of the Confession of Belhar in a 

profound way as part of the underlying assumptions of our life in the church and world. We 

are enjoying the wonderful fruits of the Season of Human Dignity in the DRC. In many 

instances the Gospel causes disruption of old convictions and practices. We still have a long 

way to go in the DRC to obey and embody the social imperatives of the Gospel. We are still 

opening the gift. The novelties that we discover pose an ongoing challenge to us to align 

ourselves with the true significance and meaning of life in the kingdom of God.  

 

The DRC has recently been readmitted to the World Council of Churches. The support of 

the URCSA and other member churches in Southern Africa and Africa played a very 

important role in our readmission. We want to use this opportunity to thank and 

acknowledge Prof Mary-Anne Plaatjies van Huffel for her very significant support of our 

application and for the way she guided and mentored us towards membership. We are 

committed to do our very best to be a worthy member of this world body. Our membership 

brought closure for us and many members of the WRC of a chapter in ecumenical history of 
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which we are not proud. We are also committed members of the SACC and together with 

our ecumenical friends we are addressing the many challenges of our society including 

family life, poverty and the gap between the rich and poor.  

 

We are looking forward to your acceptance of the interim church order which we drafted 

together. This interim church order will provide room in which congregations, presbyteries 

and synods can engage one another in a significant way and build unity in every sphere of 

the life of the church. Our common understanding is that all such interim structures between 

the DRC and URCSA churches will be built on the basis of the Three Confessions of Unity 

and the Confession of Belhar. There should be no interim structures of unity without the 

inclusion of the Belhar Confession in its doctrinal base. We are looking forward to the 

wonderful opportunities which the interim order will provide for the church to testify about 

the power of the Holy Spirit as it is demonstrated in the unity structures of our church. May 

the interim church order bear the fruit of structures of hope which will inspire more and 

more of us to obey the call to unity 

 

In 2015 the DRC took a very courageous decision on same sex relationships. It caused a 

huge discussion in our church about exegetical and hermeneutical approaches, ethics, the 

dignity of homosexual people and the authority of the Bible. We are aware of your own 

journey with this matter. The division about this subject runs right through families, 

congregations and society at large. No decision of a general synod will provide a final 

solution to this rift in the church. Whatever you and we decide will be met with dismay. In 

the end we will have to decide what kind of church we want to be. This is indeed also about 

our ecclesiology. Like in the early church we may have to conclude that we shall have to 

bear with one another. In some way there is a paradoxical tension between those who take 

the text of scripture very serious and those who take the grace of Christ for all people as the 

absolute maxim for al ethical decisions. I don’t think we want to be part of a church who 

cuts loose the significance of either of these two strong perspectives. Maybe we can teach 

the world that there are better ways to live with our differences than to fight one another and 

create stereotypes of one another and belittle the integrity of your rivals. We want to ask you 

to pray for our coming synod from 7-10 November. Please pray with us that our Lord will 
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guide us and show us a way to move forward and to testify to the power of the Holy Spirit 

who unites the church regardless of all its diversity.  

 

Becoming a truly missional church is very high on the agenda of the DRC. Our General 

Synod mandated our moderamen at the 2015 synod to guide us with a strategy for missional 

transformation. We are now pulling all the levers to the disposal of our General Synod to 

transform our church to become a movement of people who are called to witness about the 

Kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ. Although we will and must always be an institution in 

some sense, we want to follow God in his mission to the world. We want to travel lightly 

and we want to create new spaces of connection between Gods people. We also believe that 

we are called to create a new culture with new habits of true discipleship. 3  

 

We humbly want to make ourselves available to, together with you and our other sister 

churches, serve our Lord and erect signs and symbols of His kingship in all spheres of 

society. If we, in some way could be of any help or assistance to you we will be glad to 

humbly serve you with whatever means we have.  

May God use us all as his servants to let his kingdom come and his will be done.  

NELIS JANSE VAN RENSBURG CHAIRPERSON OF THE MODERAMEN OF THE 

DRC 
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7.  GREETINGS FROM CALVYN PROTESTANTSE KERK 
 
 

 
 
 
Calvyn Protestantse Kerk van S.A. 
  Calvyn Protestant Church of S. A. 

 

Kerkkantoor/Church Office 

Springbokstraat 21, Kewtown Athlone. 7764 
Tel :   021 – 638 - 4826 Posbus 254 

Faks :   021 – 633 - 5706 E-pos :   cpkvansa@telkomsa.net  
  

 

03 October 2016 
 

ECUMENICAL GREETINGS AT THE UNITING REFORMED CHURCH OF SA AT HER 7TH 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 03-09 OCTOBER 2016 AT KOPANANG CONFERENCE CENTRE, 
BENONI, GAUTENG. 

 
Honorable Chairperson, members of the Moderamen, members of the Commission 
responsible for the General Synod, all representatives, distinguished guests, 
visitors, brothers and sisters. 
 
We greet you in the wonderful Name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 
 
It is indeed a wonderful priviledge and honour to be invited to bring ecumenical 
greetings. 
 
WHO ARE WE? 
In a previous greeting we mentioned the fact that the Calvyn Protestant Church of 
SA was established on 15 October 1950 by dr. ID Morkel and Rev. WA September, 
who just before the establishment, was respectively the chairperson and scribe of 
the Circuit of Wynberg (Wynberg-ring) of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
(NGSK). Both of them were part of the first coloured ministers trained by the DRC 
at the Stofberg Seminary.  
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We feel that the DRMC and the later URCSA did not give the appriopriate 
acknowledgement to dr ID Morkel and Rev WA September as not only previous 
ministers of the DRMC, but of the first coloured ministers of the church. We 
request that this Synod would rectify this situation. 
We would like to convey the following greetings to this 7th General Synod of the 
Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa: 
 
7TH GENERAL SYNOD  
Every Synod is always a historical happeninge irrespective of how we experience it, 
whether our expectations are met or not. 
The CPC sees a synod who grapples with the issues of the day experienced by her 
members, in essence as an expression and strengthening of the identy of that 
church. May your deliberations and decisions have an effect of stronger unity and 
cohesion, renewal and energising of the Church. Therefore we pray for wisdom and 
patience to hear Gods will and to listen to each others voices. 
We are painfully aware that it is not always easy to give substance and structure to 
being Church and specifically within the bounds of your theme or vision: “A 
Committed and United Church in service of unity, reconciliation and justice to all 
people through Christ” It requires, no demands love, understanding, consistancy 
and preserverance. It asks that space be giving to those who differ from us and for 
all of us to be transformed from mere beneficiaries to active partakers. We believe 
that it is only God that can transform us in such a way that we can see and 
appreciate one another as brothers and sisters in Christs irrespective of church-, 
economical-, political-, cultural- and racial boundries. We pray that the URCSA and 
CPC of SA would grow in being brightly shining examples in the hands of God our 
Father.  
 
ELECTION OF MODERAMEN 
We would like to congratulate the URCSA on the election of a new Moderator, 
Moderamen and all relevant Commissions of the general Synod. We pray that God 
will guide you, protect you and bless you in the fullfilment of your responsibilities. 
May the Holy Spirit provide you with insight, wisdom and empathy to the glory of 
God.  
 
CELEBRATION OF 30TH EXISTANCE OF BELHAR CONFESSION 
We believe that the decision of the Synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church to 
accept and approve the Belhar Confession was not only momentous and necessary, 
but for us a clear guide-line for the Church in South Africa. The Calvyn Protestant 
Church of SA is one of the first Reformed Churches in SA who accepted and 
approved the Belhar Confession at her General Synodal Commission in 1988 and by 
the General Synod in 1992 respectively. 
In bringing ecumenical greetings to our previous Synods the respective 
representative from the URCSA Cape Province and the General Secretary of the 
General Synod of the URCSA referred to the viewpoint that the courages acts of dr 
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ID Morkel and the Establishing Commission, is regarded as a pre-cursor to the 
Belhar Confession. If this is true then we would like the URCSA to give due 
acknowledgedment during your 30th celebrations of the Belhar Confession. 
 
THE CHURCH AS A LIGHT OF HOPE TO ALL SOUTH AFRICANS: 
We truly live in very difficult situation and circumstances in South Africa.  The 
poor has become poorer; mostly we come from communities where crime, 
gangsterism, drug-abuse, teenage pregnancies, are threatening the very existance of 
our people. After more than 22 years of political freedom there is a genuine 
discontent within our communities about service deliveries, housing, education, 
medical services to the young and the aged. We see student protests on university 
campuses and the changing of political affiliation.  
Amidst all of this discontent, turmoil and uncertainty, the Church in South Africa 
are called to be God's Light and Hope to our country. We believe that this is God's 
time and season for the Church to be an integral and essential part in building not 
only faith and faith-communties, but building a new nation for South Africa. 
This message of hope will be believed and trusted when in all our actions we 
promote the Good News of God, when in our aspirations and struggle for a unified 
Reformed Church in South Africa we have in view the Almightiness and 
Uniqueness of the Triune God, the promotion of His glory and the seeking of His 
truth alone. 
2 Corintians 3:12 says: “Therefore since we have such a hope, we are very bold.” 
Be bold! But also be humble before God. 
 
ECUMENICAL TIES 
The CPC of SA regards the URCSA as an important and essential part of her 
history. Therefore the CPC would not only like to continue with the existing 
ecuminical ties we have with the URCSA, but ultimately be invited and welcomed 
as an equal partner in deliberations with other Churches within the Dutch 
Reformed family to church unity. We express the desire to strengthen our ties by 
get to know each other better through better collaboration, on Synod level and 
congregation level.  
We hope that this 7th General Synod of the URCSA will be a blessed and rewarding 
experience for every representative and for the URCSA as a whole. 
 
Yours faithfully in Christ service. 
 

 
Ds D Mackriel 
   Scriba Synodi 
Tel nr  023 2400182 (h) 
Cell nr 072 7775460 
email:  mackrield@vodamail.co.za 
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8. GREETINGS FROM EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN LESOTHO 

 

 
 

Fraternal Greetings from the Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern 
Africa to the 7th Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa General 

Synod held from 3-9 October 2016, Johannesburg. 
 

The Moderator. 

The Scribe. 

Members of the Synod. 

Your excellences’ and Ecumenical Guests.  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ. 

Grace and peace be with you in the name of our gracious God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

It is a great honor and an extremely high privilege to be part of this august meeting on 

behalf of the Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa community. Lesotho 

Evangelical Church in Southern Africa, united in Christ and rooted in the historic Reformed 

tradition of John Calvin, through the pioneer missionaries of Paris Evangelical Missionary 

Society, was founded in Lesotho in 1833 at the invitation of King Moshoeshoe 1. King 

Moshoehsoe I was troubled by wars that prevailed at the time; and he desperately wanted 

peace for his nation. When he heard about the men who were spreading the good news of 

peace from Jesus Christ, he invited them to come to Lesotho to help him to build the 

Basotho nation. 

 The three missionaries who first came to Lesotho were Eugen Casalis Thomas Arbouset 

and Constant Gosselin. These three men did a tremendous job in a very mountainous, 

difficult country to work in. In 1964 PEMS gave the Lesotho Church autonomy; and it was 

called Lesotho Evangelical Church. When we celebrated our 50th Jubilee in 2014, we had 

already renamed ourselves as Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa. This name is 

to include our churches in the Republic of South Africa, which are mostly found around the 

Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa 
 
 
 
 

KEREKE EA EVANGELI LESOTHO E BOROA HO AFRIKA 

P.O. Box 260 
Maseru 100 
Lesotho 

Tel.: (+266) 22313942 Fax: (+266) 22313942/22360001 
E-mail: lecmaseru@ilesotho.com 
Website: www.lecsakereke.wordpress.com 



 
 

Page 224 

Minutes of the 7th General Synod of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 2016 

mining industry areas and in Soweto, which the former name of the church had hither to 

include. In this regard LECSA is made up of twelve Presbyteries, eleven in Lesotho and one 

in the Republic of South Africa. 

It is LECSA believe that God calls all Christians together to be part of the transformation of 

the world through the love of Jesus Christ, by meeting our spiritual and physical needs and 

this can be achieved by fostering closer collaboration with others like you. 

For us all, as Christians from different cultures, we are one in Jesus Christ who is Lord over 

all of us, despite the color of our skin. It is out of this believed that we come to realize the 

need to take one other as children of one God; and to respect our dignity as human beings. It 

is only then that we can be able to preach the good news of Christ to all, which entails 

justice, peace and reconciliation; for Christ gave them all to us.  Christ gave us all, a new 

commandment that we love one another. Out of this people will know that we are Christ’s 

disciples (John 13:34-35). 

We are faced with different challenges in our world. These include economic injustice where 

the richer are becoming richer and the poor become poorer, Political instability in our 

countries which threatens peace and many more. In all these challenges we have a hope to 

overcome them through the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the love of Christ compels 

us”. (II Cor. 5:14). It is Christ’s love, which brings us together and gives us strength, thus 

enabling us to face challenges with courage.  

 In the love of Christ we want to build a strong relationship with Uniting Reformed Church 

Southern Africa, and we look forward to sharing skills and support from each other in many 

ways, that we can explore together. 

In this regard, I remember the words of Jean Varies on ‘becoming Human, (163) when he 

said “But let us not put our sights too high, we do not have to be saviors of the world! We 

are simply human beings, enfolded in weaknesses and in hope, called together to change our 

world one heart at a time.” This statement challenges us to work towards unity of the 

Church and we are here to promote that as the mission of Christ to his church. This we can 

accomplish if we stand on the truth that Christ in us is the hope of glory and that God’s 

power is made perfect in our weakness.    
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Today we congratulate you in celebrating Belhar confession, for we adopted Belhar 

confession in our Synod in April this year during the setting of our Synod. It is our believe 

that we will journey together to live Belhar confession in our churches and we hope you will 

assist us to understand better as you were part of those who drafted it in 1986. 

Ladies and Gentlemen LECSA Moderator Rev Tšeliso Simeone Masemene and the 

Executive Committee of LECSA wish your God guidance and God’s blessing in you 

deliberations in this 7th General Synod. 

God bless you all.  Thank you. 

NKPosholi (Rev) 
Nelson Khethang Posholi (Rev) 
Executive Secretary of LECSA 
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9. GREETINGS FROM DRCA

 
 
 
 
 
4/10/16 
 
Dear brothers and sisters 
 
As you meet as General Synod of URCSA we pray that the Lord will bind you together at 
 

His feet and guide you in all your deliberations. May He grant all your delegates the 

willingness proclaimed in Ps 40 (NIV):  “Here I am, I have come … I desire to do your will, 

O my God” (vs 7-8).  The things He planned for us are too many to declare (vs 5). May you 

as synod, and we as family of churches together, wait upon Him (vs 1) so that He  can 

reveal more and more His plans to us and make us a blessing to the world and our

these challenging times, proclaiming His righteousness, faithfulness, salvation, love and 

truth (vs 9-10).  

 

In your greetings at our synod you shared with us your eight strategic objections which also 

voice many of the challenges we share with

Lord grant you the wisdom and courage to deal with them so that all His sheep entrusted to 

you may be cared for, young and old, and especially those who are marginalized in society  

due to disabilities, sickness (HIV) or whatever other reasons.

 

Moderamen DRCA General Synod
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10. DECISIONS OF SYNOD 
 

UNITING REFORMED CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

DECISIONS OF THE SEVENTH GENERAL SYNOD 2016 
 

BENONI 

3-9 October 2016 

 

 

Decision 1:  Temporary Commissions  

The GS approves the temporary commissions and ministries as compiled by the Second 

report of the Commission of Order 

 

Decision 2: Sitting rights of Presbytery of Botshabelo 

The Commission of Order refer this to the Temporary Commission for SMJM at GS 2016 

to make a recommendation if the delegates from the Presbytery of Botshabelo has sitting 

rights or not.  The Regional Synod needs to supply the necessary documentation supporting 

their decision and the Temporary SMJM allows the delegation from Botshabelo opportunity 

to state their case. 

 

Decision 3:  Delegates from Presbyteries without Ministers 

GS decides that in relation to the reality that some Presbyteries do not have ministers as 

pointed out in 2.1.3 of the Addendum Order Commission report, that the issue be referred to 

the SMJM to consider a provision in the Church Order addressing the situation. The 

Commission of Order refers this to the Temporary Commission for SMJM at GS 2016  

 

Decision 4:  Addenda for General Synod 2016 

The Commission of Order requests the GS 2016 to accept the Addenda for GS 2016 

 

Decision 5:  Addenda for General Synod 2016 

The GS adopts the First and Second Reports of the Order Commission 
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Decision 6: General Synodical Commissions 2013, 2014 and 2015 

The GS approves the Scribe’s work regarding the arrangements of meetings for the General 

Synodical Commission. 

 

Decision 7:  GS 2016 

1. The GS takes note that notice of the GS 2016 was given ample time according to the 

Church Order and that Regional Synods and Ministries were reminded on a regular 

basis. 

2. The GS condones the fact that the agenda was not made available in the timeframe 

set by the Church order. 

3. The GS accepts the agenda as received. 

 

Decision 8:   Acceptance of the report of the Scribe 

The GS approves with appreciation and thanks the report of the Scribe of GS. 

 

Decision 9:  Handover arrangements 

Following point 7 in the Actuarius report, it be referred to the SMJM to make a provision in 

the CO similar to point 7 and that this be made mandatory to all the reports of officials of 

the Executive dealing with documents. 

 

Decision 10: Acceptance of the report of Actuarius 

The GS approves with gratitude the report of the Actuarius 

 

Decision 11: Report of the Synodical Commission  

1. The GS takes note of the meetings of the General Synodical Commission. 

2. The GS approves the decisions of the Synodical Commission 

3. The GS accepts the report of the Synodical Commission 

Decision 12: Acceptance of the Synodical Commission.  

The GS approves with gratitude the report of the General Synodical Commission. 

Decision 13: Appreciation for Scribe and Actuarius 
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1. This General Synod recognizes the outstanding work done by the Scribe and 

Actuarius of GS during the recess. 

2. GS expresses its deep appreciation for the service and example of these Christian 

leaders 

3. GS also decides to recognize their service with a token of appreciation in the form of 

a certificate and gift by the Moderamen. 

 

Decision 14: GSC Meeting 2013-2015 

The GS approves the arrangements for the GSC meetings. 

 

Decision 15: General Secretary Appointment 

Executive Report 2016 Recommendation 4:  General Secretary Appointment 

The GS takes note of the process followed since GS 2012 

The GS give guidance on the implementation of GS 2008 and GS 2012 decisions regarding 

the appointment of a General Secretary 

 

Decision 16: General Secretary 

Executive Report 2016 Recommendation 5: General Synod 2016:  Approved 

The GSC: Approves the arrangements for GS 2016. 

 

Decision 17: WCC: Religious leaders from Africa region on preventing incitement that 

could lead to atrocity crimes 

1. The General Synod of URCSA affirms based on the Belhar Confession the human 

dignity of all notwithstanding race, class, culture and affirms resistance to hate 

speech, incitement, institutional racism, state-sanctioned violence in all of its forms.  

2. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the upsurge of racism worldwide as 

well as in South Africa.  

3. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the Blacks lives Matter movement.  

Noted 
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4. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the Plan of Action for Religious 

Leaders from Africa to Prevent Incitement to Violence that could lead to Atrocity 

Crimes. Noted 

5. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to protect and to promote universal human 

rights and human dignity  

6. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to prevent and counter incitement to 

discrimination, hostility and violence Approved 

7. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to reinforce interfaith alliances and networks 

and, when necessary, release joint press statements and carry out joint missions.  

8. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to confront any ideology that promotes 

violent extremism  

9. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to prevent and counter incitement to gender-

based violence  

10. General Synod of URCSA affirms that religious leaders and actors should work to 

ensure that government demonstrate respect for all religions and do not discriminate 

against any religion, or the practitioners of any religion.   

Decision 18: WCC: Birth Registration and Gender Discriminatory Nationality Laws in 

Africa 

1. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the problem of statelessness in the 

continent. 

2. The General Synod of URCSA urge congregation to raise awareness of statelessness, 

gender equality and birth registration  

3. The General Synod of URCSA take note of the awareness-raising event on 4 

November (the anniversary of the #IBelong Campaign) (ALL + Bread for the 

World)  

4. The General Synod of URCSA take note of the UNHCR #IBelong website, 

including the help page, where stateless individuals can receive assistance from 

relevant organizations in their country 

5. The General Synod of URCSA urges local congregations to welcome, based on the 

principles embedded in the Belhar Confession, stateless people in the local 

congregations and to create support for them. 
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Decision 19 WCC Peacebuilding and Reconciliation Consultation:  “The Place of the 

Church” 

1. The General Synod of URCSA takes with appreciation note of the Peace-Building 

and Reconciliation Consultation held in Soweto.  

2. The General Synod of URCSA takes cognisance of the following ways indicated at 

the Consultation to help the churches engage in peacebuilding in the context of 

justice and peace, namely: 

i. Solidarity and witnessing together (accompaniment) at national, regional and 

international levels, such as Program to Combat Racism (PCR), the 

Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), 

International Center for Inter-faith Peace and Harmony (ICP), the WCC’s 

Ecumenical Office to the United Nations (EUNO). 

ii. Theological reflection and teaching, such as Kairos South Africa and Kairos 

Palestine, and the Palestinian and Israeli Ecumenical Forum (PIEF) 

iii. Capacity-building for peacebuilding, such as the Ecumenical Framework for 

Advocacy for Peace, the Ecumenical Peace Advocacy Network (EPAN), and 

the Arms Trade Treaty campaign 

3. The URCSA commit her based on the principles embedded in the Confession of 

Belhar, namely, unity, reconciliation and justice, to promote peace-building and 

reconciliation in church and society 

Decision 20: WCC UK referendum on EU membership (‘Brexit’) 

1. The General Synod of URCSA takes with appreciation note of the statement of the 

WCC Central Committee on Brexit.   

2. The General Synod of URCSA invites members to pray for God’s guidance and 

wisdom for religious, political and community leaders in the UK, in Europe and 

around the world.  

Decision 21: WCC Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and Peace Process. 

1. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the Statement on the Israeli-Palestinian 

Conflict and Peace Process of the WCC.   

2. Based on the principles of the Belhar Confession, unity, reconciliation and justice 

the General Synod of URCSA calls on all congregations and regional synods  
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i. To recognize the danger of using scripture in any way justify occupation, and 

to recognize Christian Zionism as a form of Christian fundamentalism 

endangering especially indigenous Palestinian Christian communities.  

ii. To listen to and respond to the voices of Palestinian Christians (including 

those expressed through the ‘Kairos Palestine’ document);  

iii. To promote and support all non-violent efforts to end the occupation 

(including considering appropriate economic and other measures);  

iv. To promote inter-faith dialogue and cooperation with Jewish and Muslim 

partners on the pilgrimage of justice and peace in South Africa  

v. The General Synod of URCSA invites congregations to join together 

annually the World Week for Peace in Palestine/Israel of advocacy and 

action in support of an end to the illegal occupation of Palestine and a just 

peace for all in Palestine and Israel. 

vi. The General Synod of URCSA requests the Scribe Synodi of the General 

Synod and/or General Secretary to forward information concerning the 

World Week for Peace in Palestine/Israel on an annual basis to regional 

synods which on their account will ensure to furbish information to the local 

congregations. 

Decision 22: The Belhar Confession and Christian Zionism 

1. GS decides that URCSA encourages Bible studies that unpack issues of Christian 

Zionism, anti-Semitism, to make sure we as Christians in URCSA are not unknowingly 

or unintentionally support an ideology that resemble the nature and features of apartheid. 

2. GS decides that URCSA on the basis of the Belhar Confession critically condemns any 

justification of Christian Zionism or religious/theological/biblically interpretations that 

equates the present Israel with the Old Testament Israel and preaches it 

Decision 23: Consultation on Communion 

The GS takes note of the consultation and asks Regional Synods to create opportunities 

where the report can be discussed 

Decision 24: Churches addressing Racism in Southern Africa:  A programme of 

WCRC 

The GS approves the programme for Churches addressing Racism in Southern Africa. 
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Decision 25: ACRC Consultation on Celebration of the 10th anniversary of the 

ACCRA Confession 25 – 29 September 2014  

The GS tasks the CMPW to arrange events to celebrate the ACCRA confession.   

 

Decision 26: WCRC General Council.   

The GS approves that the Executive makes the necessary arrangements for a delegation to 

attend the WCRC General Council in 2017.   

 

Decision 27: AACC 

The GS approves the continued involvement with AACC 

 

Decision 28: SACC 

1. The GS takes note of URCSA´s membership in the SACC.  

2. The GS request that URCSA on local level must assist that the provincial structures 

of SACC can become functional again.  

3. The GS takes note of the numerous statements issued by the SACC.   

4. The GS supports the programmes of SACC for 2016. 

Decision 29: NCLF 

The GS endorses the involvement of the Executive in the NCLF 

 

Decision 30: The South African Council of Religious Rights NAD Freedoms, (Crrf) 

1. The General Synod takes note of the involvement of the URCSA in the discussion of 

meetings and discussions regarding religion and education and the upcoming court 

case. 

2. The General Synod affirms that Religious Instruction, namely programme of 

instruction (catechism, Sunday school, Bible classes) which is aimed at providing 

information regarding a particular set of religious beliefs with a view to promoting 

adherence thereto is primarily the responsibility of the home, the family and the 

religious community and is not the primary responsibility of the public schools.  

3. The General Synod takes with gratitude note that the School Policy makes provision 

for Religion Education which enable pupils to engage with a variety of religious 
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traditions in a way that encourages them to grow in their inner spiritual and moral 

dimensions and will lead them to an informed understanding of the religious 

identities of others.   

4. The General Synod takes with gratitude note that the School Policy makes provision 

that Religious Observances is permissible during the school day. Religious 

observance is those activities and behaviours during a school day which recognise 

and express the views, beliefs and commitments of a particular religion, and may 

include gatherings of adherents, prayer times, dress and diets. The term “religious 

observance” includes acts of formal worship within a particular faith tradition, such 

as Mass in Roman Catholic schools and Christmas carol services in non-

denominational schools, as well as any activity that is specific to a particular religion 

and would not be practised by members of other faith communities. Examples of 

these include Jewish pupils eating kosher food, wearing a turban, Muslim pupils 

fasting during Ramadan, and Christian pupils singing Christmas and Easter hymns. 

Religious observance – faith specific worship, dietary rules, and dress code. A 

school day includes the contact time between teachers and leaners but includes also 

breaks and compulsory activities, including assemblies, designated extra-mural 

activities.  

5. The General Synod affirms that the rights of all learners to hold the religious beliefs 

and values that they or their parents choose should be protected in the public 

schools.   

6. The General Synod affirms that a school, or any other public institution, teachers, 

school boards may not impose specific beliefs and values on students or on others 

that it serves. Once a school allows the display of one religion's symbols or the 

singing of holiday songs associated with a specific religion, it must allow the display 

of any religion's symbols and have a variety of holiday songs from different religious 

traditions.  

7. The General Synod affirms that compulsory participation in other faiths’ observance 

is unacceptable, and pupils and parents from minority faith communities must not be 

pressurised to participate in faith-specific worship. The URCSA do not have any 

objection to Christian assemblies in schools, provided that pupils of other faiths and 
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of no faith are catered for sensitively and separately, and parents are fully informed 

about the alternative arrangements.  

8. The URCSA affirms that educational institutions, especially public schools, must 

promote a spirit of openness in which there would be no overt or covert attempt to 

indoctrinate pupils into any particular belief or religion. Confessional or sectarian 

forms of religious instruction in public schools are therefore inappropriate for a 

religiously diverse and democratic society. Public schools should therefor avoid 

adopting a particular religion, or a limited set of religions, that advances sectarian or 

particular interests. The General Synod cautions against a confessional, sectarian 

approach to religion or any effort to proselytise learners at public schools.  

Decision 31:   

The General Synod takes note that URCSA’s participation in the discussion of meetings 

regarding religion in schools and the upcoming court case is based and inspired by the 

Belhar Confession. 

 

Decision 32:    

The GS accepts the report of temporary Commission for SMJM 

 

Decision 33: Revised Strategic Plan 

1. The GS takes note of the efforts of the Executive to drive the Strategic plan.   

2. The GS approves the Revised URCSA Strategic Plan.   

3. The GS approved that the forwarding of the Strategic Plan to possible donors in 

order to secure funding for the implementation of the Strategic Plan.   

4. The SMJM be requested to look at the Church Order amendments which should be 

tabled at General Synod 2016 in order to make it possible for all moderators to be 

part of an extended Moderamen.  

 

Decision 34: Revised Strategic Plan 

GS decides that the financial figures be populated at the Medium strategic framework on 

table 6.1 be increased by 5% annually to fight inflation.  
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Decision 35: Revised Strategic Plan 

The GS instructs the Executive Committee to set up an interactive communication network 

between the part of the strategic plan to enhance growth and understanding to develop time 

frames and a monitoring plan to keep the church informed of all progress. 

 

Decision 36:  Revised Strategic Plan 

The Strategic Plan should focus more on programmes for women and Youth in URCSA.   

 

Decision 37: Operationalization of the IM Model: CMCM 

1. General Synod decides to re-affirm GS 2012 decision 80: 

2. “There must be connection between the Regional Congregational Ministries and the 

General Synod Congregational Ministry in order to address such challenges that are 

facing the Ministries in the Regions and affect the General Synod’s operations.” 

3. The General Synod advises Regional Synods to ensure continuity during recess by 

co-opting, in the Regional CMCM, Regional representatives elected by GS in the 

event they’re not re-elected by the latter Synods.  

4. General Synod urges Cape Synod to align their structures in accordance with the IM 

Model to ensure uniformity. 

Decision 38: Christian Youth Ministries 

CMCM recommends that: 

1. The GS decide to take the legal action against Mr. IH Modise. 

2. The GS reinstitutes the criminal case that the CYM instituted against Mr. IH 

Modise. Police case no ….at Barkley- West Police Station 

3. The GS entrust this responsibility to the Regional Synod Phororo to work in 

collaboration with CYM structures to ensure that the CYM money is paid in the GS 

account. 

Decision 39:  CYM Bloemfontein Conference 

CMCM recommends that: 

1. The GS regret the manner in which CYM handles its finances.   

2. The GS decides to institute disciplinary actions against Mr. Johnny Moyo and Mr. 

Mdlayedwa for failing to account for the church money and further instruct the 
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relevant Presbyteries to follow this matter up with the Congregations were the two 

brothers are members. Not Approved.  

Decision 40: CWM  

That the annual form will be tabled during the 2017 CWM congress for discussion and 

approval 

 

Decision 41: CWM  

The GS creates a platform to openly discuss issues of concern towards spiritual growth of 

the URCSA – in a seminar of summit form. 

 

Decision 42: CAP Camp 2016        

1. The GS approves the actions of the GSCMCM with CAP CAMP 2014 and 

CAPCAMP 2016. 

2. The GS take note with appreciation the successful PRE CAMP 2014 in Germany 

and the planned 2016 PRE CAMP in South Africa. 

3. The GS allow GSCMCM to submit CAP CAMP 2016 report as part of GSCMCM 

second report.  

Decision 43: The Junior Catechism Material: Consultation with the Regional Synods 

The General Synod decides as follows: 

1. To approve the efforts of CMCM and GSC   

2. To approve the Sunday school material as presented and adopt it as material for 

URCSA.  

3. To thank Melody ya Tshwane Congregation for the job well done 

4. To instruct SMCPA to publish the material   

5. To instruct SMFA to support the further distribution of the material  

Decision 44: CMM Constitutional Amendments 

To refer the CMM constitutional amendments to the temporary SMJM for consideration 

and table it to the synod sitting in session 3-9 October 2016 
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Decision 45:  Relationships with African Reformed Churches 

1. The GS welcomes the development of better relationships with other reformed 

churches in Southern Africa. 

2. The GS make efforts to have discussions on the Belhar Confession with the African 

Reformed Churches. 

3. Decision 46:   Relationship with Calvin Protestant Church 

4. The GS approves the meeting between URCSA and CPC.  

5. The GS requests the scribes of the two churches to work on a Memorandum of 

Agreement for the churches;   

6. The GS takes note that Rev Godfrey Betha was invited to preach at CPC 65 year 

celebrations 18th October 2015.  Theme:  Koop die tyd uit vir die Koninkryk deur eg 

en relevant te wees.  

7. The GS takes note that the Scribe attended their Synod during June 2016.   

8. The GS invites a delegate from CPC to attend GS 2016. 

Decision 47: Conference on Confessions UPCSA 

1. The GS appreciates the fact that UPCSA invited URCSA to a conference on 

Confessions and to take part in the conference;  

2. The GS confirms that we need such conferences also in URCSA so enhance the 

value of our Confessions and that by inviting members from the WCRC in South 

Africa can benefit our discussions.  

3. The GS appreciates the invitations to their synods to convey greetings 

4. The GS approves bi-lateral meetings with the UPCSA.  

Decision 48: Kairos 1985 

1. The GS approves the attendance by the Executive of Kairos 1985.   

2. The GS takes note with appreciates that the moderator presented a paper on Belhar 

and the Kairos Document:  Now is the time to speak truth to power.  

3. The GS endorses the statement issued after the meeting.  

Decision 49:  Relationship with PCN 

1. The GS appreciates the relationship with the PCN and the support from PCN to 

URCSA.   
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2. The GS tasks the new Executive to continue this relationship and to formalize it in a 

partnership agreement.   

 

Decision 50:  Relationship with UPCB 

1. The GS takes note with appreciation the ongoing relationship with UPCB.   

2. The GS approves decision of the Executive to accept the offer from the UPCB for 

financial assistance to build a Head Office for URCSA.  

3. The GS takes note with appreciation that attention had been given to request no 1 

(Rev Marc Loos) and 2 (Climate Change) by the Moderator.  

4. The GS approves the partnership agreement between the district O.W. Flanders of 

UPCB URCSA Southern Synod.   

5. The GS approves the Agreement of exchange of persons between URCSA and 

UPCB.   

6. The GS takes note that the UPCB has appointed Mr Johan Troukens to be the liaison 

person between URCSA and the UPCB. 

Decision 51: Ecumenical Partners 

The GS approaches all our ecumenical partners to record and compile the history of our 

solidarity with each other, the lessons we have learned and the challenges for the future 

 

Decision 52:  Joint research project on the role German-southern African church 

relations during the 1930s, World War Two and the apartheid era 

1. The GS takes note with appreciation that scholars of URCSA partake in this 

prestigious academic book. 

2. The GS accepts the research report as published and request ministers and lecturers 

to engage with the research results. 

Decision 53: Ev. Ref Gemeinde Osnabruck and Partnership with Sebokeng 

1. The GS takes note that the issue could be solved with the help of Dr. Modise and 

Rev. Senokoane. 

2. The GS appreciates the help offered by Ev. ref. Gemeinde Osnabrück to URCSA 

Sebokeng;  
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3. The GS requests all Regional Synods to ensure that partnerships between 

congregations and partnership churches be declared and be reported to the Executive 

by the end of 2016.   

Decision 54: Belhar Project and Reformed Alliance in Germany together with the 

Evangelical Reformed Church and the Church of Lippe 

1. The GS appreciates the efforts from our partner churches to engage with the 

Confession of Belhar.  

2. The GS approves the project between URCSA on Belhar and Reformed Alliance in 

Germany together with the Evangelical Reformed Church and the Church of Lippe.  

Decision 55: Partnership with Rhenish Church 

1. The GS takes note of the partnership between the UEM and the Regional Synod 

Cape. 

2. The GS requests the Regional Synod Cape to table annually a report of the 

partnership at the GSC or the General Synod.   

3. The GS requests all the Regional Synods to table annually reports concerning 

partnerships with overseas partners of the URCSA at the GSC or the General Synod. 

4. The GS takes with gratitude notice of the possibility of research funded by the UEM 

regarding the Rhenish Mission Society work in South Africa.   

5. The GS urges eligible members of URCSA to apply for the Masters during 2016. 

6. The GS requests the Moderamen of the General Synod to strengthen relationship 

between URCSA and the UEM. 

7. The GS applies as a full member to the UEM 

Decision 56: Appreciation for Dr Allan Boesak 

The General Synod express gratitude and profound thankfulness to Dr Allan Boesak.  Dr 

Boesak vandag vergader ons en u in die aangesig van n besondere mylpaal.  Ons druk 30 

jaar van Belhar Belydenis warm teen ons bors en weet dat u Dr Allan Boesak n groot rol 

hierin gespeel het- u Dr Allan Boesak staan inderdaad uit as n mens wie slegs die beste myle 

tot by hierdie oomblik van enorme vreugde en danksegging versamel het.  Dr Boesak aan u 

werke word u geken- u impak is geweldig.  Jou karakter is oneindig diep.   Dr Allan Boesak, 

een van SA se bestes is jy gewis!! Dr Boesak ons is ewig dankbaar vir u onbaatsugtige 
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bydrae tot ons kerk en land, aangevuur deur u dors na geregtigheid, gelykheid en Vryheid.  

U het apartheid, wreedheid en verwoesting met bloot geloof en hoop geraam in die waarheid 

van liefde en opregte menswees, vreesloos aangedurf en menigte verdruktes geinspireer. 

Thank you Dr Boesak for your active involvement in the struggle for a free, non-sexist, non-

racial democratic for all of God’s children 

 

Decision 57:  Relationship with DRC 

1. The GS takes with appreciation note of the indefatigably efforts by the regional 

synods of the DRC to take up the Belhar Confession in the confessional basis of the 

DRC.   

2. The GS regretfully takes note of the unsuccessfully efforts of the DRC General 

Synod regarding securing a 2/3 majority vote in every regional synod in order to 

include the Belhar confession as a fully-fledged confession.   

3. The GS affirms that we will still avail ourselves to accompany the DRC regarding 

the acceptance of the Belhar Confession.   

4. The GS affirms that the acceptance of the Belhar Confession is being seen by 

URCSA as the acid test of the DRC's response to the challenge of becoming one, 

united and non-racial church with the other Dutch Reformed churches.  

5. The GS states categorically that the Belhar Confession should be included as a fully 

fledge confession in the confessional basis of the envisaged unified church 

Optionality of the Belhar Confession is not an option for URCSA. 

6. The GS recognizes the laudable way in which Church and Society 1990 rejects 

racism as a grievous sin which no person or church may defend or practice. Not 

Approved 

Amendment Approved    

Zack Mokgoebo 

Point 7-9 stands over to SMJM 

7. The GS approves the Provisional Church Order as a way forward.  

8. The GS requests the regional synods of the DRC who are willing to journey on basis 

of the provisional church order to also indicate that they subscribe to the 

memorandum of agreement and the roadmap.  
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9. The GS assures the Ministries, Congregations, Presbyteries and Regional Synods of 

the DRC who on basis of the Provisional Church Order who want to unify with 

URCSA that the URCSA will embrace them with compassion and accompanying 

them in their journey  

10. The GS prayerfully requests the General Synod of the DRC to amend Regulation 24 

as well as Article 44.1 and 44.2 of the Church Order of the General Synod of the 

DRC in totality in order to make church reunification possible.   

11. The GS urges the DRC to confront recalcitrant members and congregations and 

regional synods of the DRC with the inescapable demand of the gospel that they 

should strive and indefatigably work towards the goal to become members of one 

non-racial reunited church.  

12. The GS declares emphatically that restorative justice should shift hence on from the 

periphery to the axis of bilateral and multilateral talks of the DRC Family.  Justice 

does not pass over wrongs. Wrongs in church and society should be faced and 

addressed in a comprehensive manner. In doing so the DRC Family will be able to 

overcome past divisions and find a new and richer unity. Without attending to the 

issue of restorative justice church reunification will not be possible.   

13. The GS approves that the MOA is still the basis for our relationship with the DRC.  

14. The GS approves that the joint projects of our churches: Season of Human Dignity 

and Churches addressing Racism continue to assist in making unity a reality. 

Decision 58: Journeying with four churches of DRC 

1. The GS commits itself to dialogue with the other three churches of the DRC family; 

2. The GS invites the DRCA and RCA for bi-lateral meetings.   

Decision 59: Relationship with DRC 

1. The Synod of URCSA noting the delaying tactics of the DRC to stall the unity 

process 

2. Invites the members of the DRC as individuals to join URCSA congregations at 

local level 

3. Invites presbyteries of the DRC to unite within URCSA presbyteries at Presbytery 

level 

4. Invites Regional Synods of DRC to unite within URCSA Regional Synods 
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5. This unity is based on Belhar confession’s imperatives. 

 

Decision 60: Lippische Landeskirche in Germany 

1. The GS appreciates the longstanding relationship partnership with the Lippische 

Landeskirche.  

2. The GS appreciates the financial support given to URCSA by the Lippische 

Landeskirche  

3. The GS approves the Executive decisions that Rev Henk Olwage of Namibian Synod 

(Light of the children foundation) received financial support for the work he is 

doing.  

4. The GS appreciates the opportunities for theological reflection with them at the 

Kirchentag.  

5. The GS instructs Regional synods to be properly informed about the nature and 

content of congregational partnerships  

Decision 61: Reformed Church in Hungary 

The GS appreciates this new ecumenical partnership with the Reformed Hungarian Church. 

1. The GS tasks the new Executive to continue this partnership. 

Decision 62:  PCUSA 

The GS appreciates the invitation to URCSA delegation for ministering opportunities in the 

USA.  

 

Decision 63:   PCUSA visitors in 2014 

1. The GS appreciates the visits by the PCUSA to South Africa.  

2. The GS appreciates the support given by Cape leadership.  

Decision 64: PCUSA General Assembly 2014 

1. The GS takes note that the PCUSA General Assembly voted in favour of Belhar as a 

Confession and that it was referred to the Presbyteries for vote;  

2. The GS decides to disseminate their material of Belhar within URCSA for 

cognizance and to use as Resource materials. 
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Decision 65: PCUSA Full acceptance of Belhar Confession 

1. The GS applauds the PCUSA General Assembly for not giving up on adopting the 

Belhar Confession as a full confession after the first round via the Presbyteries were 

not successful. 

2. The GS appreciates the effort that was made to include URCSA members in the 

process to promote the Belhar Confession. 

3. The GS celebrates with PCUSA for adopting the Belhar Confession and prays that 

the Belhar Confession will serve them well in being church. 

Decision 66: CRCNA and Belhar 

The GS takes note with appreciation that the CRCNA is still engaged with the Belhar 

Confession. 

 

Decision 67: AHA Movement 

The GS approves the Executive’s endorsement of the AHA Movement.  

 

Decision 68: Functioning of SMCPA 

 The GS discuss the functioning of SMCPA. 

 

Decision 69: Functioning of SMCPA 

GS decides that the Permanent commission to be tasked with electing new commissions 

that: 

1. The reports of the presented at the previous GSC’s be handed over to the new 

SMCPA and 

2. The decisions of GS 2012 revisited by the new SMCPA to avoid GS repeating those 

decisions. 

Decision 70: Functioning of SMCPA 

GS decides: 

1. to expresses disappointment in the fact that no report was not submitted by the 

SMCPA to this GS 2016 

2. As a church we should prayerfully discern and explore the application of cost-

effective means to fulfill our calling, also with regards to the work of the SMCPA 
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Decision 71: Minutes Day One 

The GS approves the minutes of the first day as a true reflection of what was said with the 

corrections that was approved. 

 

Decision 72: CYM Report 

GS decides that on student society implementation, the matter be referred to the new GS 

CMCM and CYM to develop strategies and initiatives on church needs to minister to our 

students on campuses. 

 

Decision 73:  CMSW Chairperson of CMSW deceased 

1. Points 1.-2.3. to be  

2. The GS meeting decides to observe a moment of silence in appreciative memory of 

the diligent service by Rev Paulus van Schalkwyk in the CMSW and UMSW. The 

observance is referred to the temporary commission for In Memoriam. 

Decision 74:  CMSW Utilization of retirees in ministries of the church:  

The GS considers the guidance by the Support Ministry of Judicial Matters on the utilization 

of retirees in the church’s ministry. 

 

Decision 75: UMSW  

GENERAL SYNOD 

1. reiterates that the United Ministry for Service and Witness makes a significant 

contribution and can continue to do so in the establishment of a joint service and 

witness ministry by the four participating churches. At the same time, it can be one 

of the pilot projects for a united church;  

2. requests the Executive with the GSC to, in the current conversation with the other 

three churches in the DRC family on an interim order, to ensure that the mission and 

mandate of the UMSW, as contained in the existing Memorandum of 

Understanding, be clearly defined in order to ensure that the UMSW receives the 

church orderly space and ability to make this contribution;  

3. Request the Support Ministry for Finance to, in the 2016/2020 budget process, to 

capacitate the UMSW to fulfill its responsibilities.  
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Decision 76 

1. In the light of information provided by CMSW regarding the retirement and re-

employment of Rev. J S Van Rooy, the GS with plans for a successor for Rev. J S 

Van Rooy. 

2. That the GS also request CMSW to investigate the relationship between CDM and 

Toevlug Rehabilitation Centre to establish a more effective working relationship. 

Decision 77: CMSW  

The GS notes the outstanding work done in a number of congregations through various 

partnerships with gratitude. 

The GS supports the CMSW to maintain and further develop the involvement of partnering 

institutions and churches with local URCSA congregations through the URCSA regional 

synods.    

 

Decision 78:  CMSW  

The GS approves the GSC’s endorsement of the appointment of a fulltime service and 

witness liaison officer 

General Motion   

The GS approves the GSC’s endorsement of the appointment of a fulltime service and 

witness liaison officer subject to the availability of funds 

 

Decision 79:  CMSW  

The GS endorses the viewpoint and requests that the regional resources should be 

considered to assist the URCSA GS Ministry needs, as may be and become applicable.    

 

Decision 80: Christian Literature Fund 

1. The General Synod takes note, with gratitude, of the work done by Christian 

Literature Fund and urges them to continue with it. 

2. The General Synod urges the regional URC synods to encourage its congregations to 

make use of the range of products of Christian Literature Fund. 
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Decision 81: Matters of Public Witness 

1. To call on congregations close to campuses to specifically institute pastoral and 

support structures to student communities and lectures t talk through the matters of 

students protests. 

2. The GS to arrange a meeting with the minister of higher education and university 

principals to discuss the spaces that can be created for honest debate and dialogue 

and to explore this in collaboration with all ecumenical structures. 

3. The GS and all Regional Synod condemn in a strongest possible terms the violent 

character of the police conduct and call on SAPC as well as the university 

management to restrain the security personnel in the handling of the student protest. 

4. That a call be made to students to engage all agencies who have the interest of their 

protest and struggles at heart and to also act with restrain when it comes to the issue 

of respecting properly at institutions of higher learning. 

Decision 82: CMSW  

The GS requests the URCSA Executive to consider a pastoral letter with spiritual guidance 

to Regional Synods and Congregations on matters of global and local public concern. 

The GS calls on its Regional Synods Presbyteries and Congregations to engage the 

challenges we face in public life through the education of our members for active and 

suitable Christian involvement in the management and duties of National and Local 

Government by being clear examples of incorrupt and selfless service in Public Office 

 

Decision 83:  Fracking Explorations 

CMSW  

The URCSA calls upon the SA government to stop the fracking explorations as well as the 

intended Nuclear power development, because of its huge potential to harm the integrity of 

the environment. 

 

Decision 84: Fresh Expressions 

To task SMSW to disseminate information about Fresh expressions and the Mission Shaped 

Ministry training to Regional Synods. GS encourages congregations to use SMS in 

equipping members and leaders in order to support URCSA’s aim to be a mission church. 
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Decision 85:  Letter from four Presbyteries of Southern Synod: Request for 

Intervention 

The GS decide to refer the matter to the temporary Ministry for Judicial Matters to advice 

Synod in session with regard to Establishment of a new Regional Synod process as 

prescribed in URCSA Church Order. 

 

Decision 86: PCUSA Full acceptance of Belhar Confession 

1. The GS applauds the PCUSA General Assembly for not giving up on adopting the 

Belhar Confession as a full confession after the first round via the Presbyteries were 

not successful. 

2. The GS appreciates the effort that was made to include URCSA members in the 

process to promote the Belhar Confession. 

3. The GS celebrates with PCUSA for adopting the Belhar Confession and prays that 

the Belhar Confession will serve them well in being church. 

Decision 87: Nuclear Programme 

The GS instructs the executive committee to form a sub-committee dealing with the issue of 

nuclear development and its consequences for humanity and nature. They must: 

1. Gather information and present it to the relevant church structures. 

2. Engage the relevant government body to voice and protest all unbiblical 

developments. 

3. If necessary organize and call for protest against nuclear development plan. 

4. Engage organization and partner churches to help us in our protest against nuclear 

programme. 

Decision 88: From а Radioactive Haze to a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World.   

1. The GS appreciates the Moderator’s presentation; 

2. The GS endorses the Astana Declaration;  Amendmended 

3. The GS calls on the Faith Community and Civil Community in Southern Africa to 

oppose the governments’ nuclear programme.   Approved 
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Decision 89: 

GS decides to approve recommendation 3 with the following amendment:  refers point 2 

Astana Decleratoin and addenda 2(p 15 ff) and inputs by Moderator (addendum 1) all to 

GSSWM 

 

Decision 90: 

GS approves the Reports 1,2 and 3 of the Executive to GS 2016 

 

Decision 91: 

Synod continues the mandate to research and formulate positions on these matters: 

These issues include:  

 The church’s response to refugees and migrants – Prof. Kritzinger 

 Ecology and nuclear power – Prof. Koopman 

 Chaplaincy to political parties – Prof. Tshaka 

 Unemployment and economic justice – Rev. P Grove 

 Corruption in state and business – Rev. Senokoane 

 Crime and attacks on policemen 

Doctrinal issues: 

 Children’s communion – Dr. Nthakhe 

 Charismatic influence in the churches – Rev. Makulubele 

 Liturgical and church attire:  Rev. Husselman 

Decision 92: Draft Worshipbook 

The GS endorses the draft worship book with the amendments and responsive liturgies 

included and mandate the P&W ministry to proceed to reproduce the draft for circulation to 

the Regional Synods for testing and submission to the GS 2020. 

 

Decision 93: Hymnbook for DRC Family 

The instruction to produce an inclusive hymnbook for use in the DRC family incorporating 

all our languages is continued. 
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Decision 94: 

The GS thank the members of the commission for their excellent work in producing a 

worship guide for the Synod meeting. 

 

Decision 95:    Curriculum of the Deaf 

Referred:  Curriculum of Deaf in Afrikaans to be translated into English and submitted by 

CMPW at GSC 2017 

 

Decision 96: New Licensing Oath 

1. It wasn’t possible to hold a fully-fledged theological conference on this, but a 

workshop of the GS MFTT with stakeholders was held during 26-27 May 2016 at 

Mamelodi. The new Ministry Covenant/Pledge is attached as Addendum 2.   

2. The workshop also reviewed the formulary used at the installation of a minister of 

the Word and proposes a new wording Addendum 3.  

3. GS approves that the Ministry Covenant/Pledge Addendum 2 replaces the Licensing 

Oath; Approved 

4. GS chooses between the name Covenant and Pledge; (Refer back to CMPW for 

report at GSC 2017) 

5. GS approves the new wording of the formulary for the installation of a minister of 

the Word Addendum 3 and refers it to the GS Liturgy and Worship Task Team for 

inclusion in the URCSA Worship Book.  

Decision 97: New Licensing Oath 

GS decide to add the following phrases to the licensing oath 

1. Do you promise to live a life of holiness and justice and if you should stumble 

ethically to submit to the authority and discipline of the church. 

2. This is to be inserted after the words: “in a way worthy of calling “ 

3. As ministers we have to be accounted in the ethical /moral side of our calling. We 

have a responsibility to lead the congregation ethically and morally. 
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Decision 98: Age Limit for Ministerial Students: 

1. The complexity of this issue, since the regional MFTTs have different views on this;  

2. Full-time and part-time programmes do not take the same amount of time, so no 

definite age limit for commencing ministerial studies can be laid down.  

3. That MFTTs should not allow applicants into the ministerial formation programme 

unless there is a distinct possibility that they can be licensed before reaching the age 

of 60.  

4. That no ministry student will be licensed if s/he is older than 61;  

5. That this policy will commence with new applicants who start their ministry studies 

in 2017, and does not apply retrospectively;  

6. That this rule will be included in the Ministerial Formation Manual  

 

Decision 99:  GS 2012 Mandates 

GS approves the successful execution of the resolutions of GS 2012 by the GS MFTT and 

expresses her appreciation for their dedication and efforts. 

 

Decision 100: Age Limit for Amended Curriculum Students 

GS decide to refer the issue of age limit (GSC 2013 Decision 41) back to GSMFTT for 

report at GSC 2017 

 

Decision 101:  Annual GS Theological Student Conference 

Synod notes: 

1. That the student conference did not materialize in 2015 or 2016; 

2. That it is of crucial importance to bring students of the different regions together and 

foster greater union and communion within URCSA. Such annual contact can create 

the opportunity for students to become friends, worship together, engage ideas with 

one another, and be exposed to each other’s communities.  

3. That the funding of such an event remains one of the biggest challenges; 

Synod approves 

1. That the possibility of a week-long summer school (instead of a student conference) 

for ministry students of all the formation centres should be explored; 
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2. That a committee consisting of Rev PJ Grove, Prof JNJ Kritzinger and Rev BB 

Senokoane be mandated to raise funds and to organise such a summer school. 

3. That they consider January 2017 as the date for the first Summer School and 

Modderfontein, near Bloemfontein a possible venue. 

Decision 102:  MFTT Ammended Curriculum 

That GS MFTT decided:  

1. To appoint Dr. D A Kuyler and Rev. A Taljaard to do thorough research on the 

amended curriculum and write a report with recommendations before the end of 

August 2016;  

2. That the report should include interviews with past and current students on how they 

experienced the amended curriculum at NTS;  

3. That a GS MFTT telephone conference will be conducted to discuss their report, 

which will then be submitted as a second (late) report to GS 2016.  

Decision 103: Composition of a regional MFTT 

Synod notes:  

1. That there is a discrepancy between Article 8.2 of the GS Rule for Ministerial 

Formation (which leaves the composition of a regional MFTT up to the regional 

synod) and Stipulation 59.2.2.7 of the Common Set of Stipulations (which requires 

the Moderamen to serve on the MFTT); 

2. That the MF Rule and the Common Set of Stipulations do not envisage a situation 

where two Regional Synods have a joint MFTT, as is the case with the Free State & 

Lesotho Synod (sharing with the Synod of Phororo) and the Southern Synod (sharing 

with the Northern Synod); 

3. That a joint MFTT consisting of 8 Moderamen members from two Synods (often 

needing to travel long distances) in addition to 8 or more synodical delegates is too 

cumbersome and costly; 

Synod approves: 

1. That in the case of a joint MFTT the Moderamen of each Regional Synod is 

represented on the MFTT by two members, one of whom will be the Actuarius; 

2. That Article 8.2 of the MF Rule be amended to read: 
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The composition of a Regional MF Task Team is determined by each Regional 

Synod, with consideration for Common Stipulation 59.2.2.7. When two Synods have 

a joint MFTT, they draft a joint Rule for its functioning, and each Moderamen is 

represented on the joint MFTT by its Actuarius and one other member. The 

administrator and a representative(s) of the Board of lecturers (see Article 10) attend 

in advisory capacity. 

3. That the following footnote be added to Stipulation 59.2.2.7 of the Common Set of 

Stipulations:  

When two synods have a joint MFTT, each moderamen is represented on the joint MFTT 

by its actuarius and another member 

 

Decision 104: Ammended Curriculum: Br M Nxumalo 

1. That Br. M Nxumalo was admitted to the amended curriculum by the NS MFTT at 

the insistence of the KZN MFTT, since he was over the age limit that was observed 

by the NS MFTT at the time. Due to the large number of vacant congregations in 

KZN, the KZN MFTT argued that his age should not be made an obstacle; 

2. That he is presently 66 years of age and the outstanding aspects that he needs to do 

before being licensed are: a) One module of the BTh Hons at Unisa; b) MTh at UP; 

c) Greek and Hebrew in-house courses at NTS. 

Synod approves 

1. That Br M Nxumalo may be licensed after reaching the age of 65, as an exceptional 

case; 

2. That after licensing he may work as an assistant minister (hulp-prediker) in a 

congregation on a contract basis. 

Decision 105: MFTT: Cape Synod 

1. A regional MFTT carries the full responsibility for all the Ministry Students from its 

Synodical Region, even when they study in the formation centre of another MFTT; 

2. When a student moves physically from one formation centre to another, the 

“sending” MFTT must transfer the responsibility for her/his formation to the 

“receiving” MFTT; 



 
 

Page 254 

Minutes of the 7th General Synod of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 2016 

3. The sending MFTT effects such a transfer by sending a letter of recommendation to 

the receiving MFTT, along with copies of the student’s whole file, including the 

application form, testimonials from the Congregation and Presbytery, and previous 

academic records. 

Decision 106: Board of Lecturers  

That each Regional MFTT should submit the name of one representative of its Board of 

Lecturers to the GS MFTT as a liaison person to facilitate interaction and contact among 

URCSA lecturers. 

 

Decision107:    Synchronisation Curricula: Mr George Kleinhans 

That the GS MFTT requested the Cape MFTT by letter to consider licensing Mr. George 

Kleinhans (like Rev. Randall Wessels and Rev. Dawid Eyssen before him) on the basis of 

the MA (Theol) at UP, since he was not aware of the new policy before starting the 

programme at UP. 

 

Decision 108: Colloquium Doctum 

1. That GS MFTT develops a common approach to conducting a colloquium doctum 

for Regional MFTTs; 

2. That Rev. Dr. D Kuyler is requested to circulate the colloquium doctum template 

used by the MFTT of Free State, Lesotho and Phororo to the other MFTTs. 

Decision 109: Board Training Process of Church Members 

1. The request of GS MFTT to Rev. BB Senokoane to circulate the available material 

of the Southern Synod’s “elders’ committee” to the other MFTTs 

2. That regional MFTTs should to champion the implementation of training 

programmes for church members in their respective regions. 

Decision 110: Financial Support for Ministerial Formation Programmes 

The principle that each Regional Synod must take financial responsibility for the ministerial 

formation programme in its region; 

The following amendments to Article 9 and Article 12 of the General Synod’s Rule for 

Ministerial Formation:  
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Article 9  MINISTERIAL FORMATION CENTRES 

When a Regional Ministerial Formation Task Team wishes to establish a centre for 

ministerial formation or to make significant changes to an existing centre, it submits an 

application to the Ministerial Formation Task Team of General Synod.  

 

9.1 Application 

The application shall contain details on the following: 

9.1.1 The functioning of the Seminary or Theological School in which Theological 

Students will worship, serve and learn together under the guidance of appointed URCSA 

ministers and under the supervision of the church councils of local URCSA congregations; 

the details of the teaching staff and management team of the seminary. 

9.1.2 The details of the teaching staff and management team of the seminary; 

9.1.3 The agreement entered into with one or more institutions of higher education to 

ensure that URCSA students receive quality academic formation in theology. The 

agreement(s) shall: 

9.1.3.1 stipulate the specific curriculum to be followed by URCSA students, the lecturers 

who will teach them, and the significance of the URCSA’s four Confessions,  

9.1.3.2 take into consideration the historical educational disadvantages of many URCSA 

students; 

9.1.4 The network of URCSA congregations and ministers who will act as mentors for 

theological students during their years of study, and the process for preparing these mentors 

and congregations; 

9.1.5 A formal resolution passed by the Regional Synod that:  

  it takes full financial responsibility for the formation centre;  

  it mandates its SMFA to collaborate with its MFTT to budget and fund-raise 

for the full cost of the formation centre, in order to ensure its financial viability (see Article 

12)The financial viability of the formation centre. 

 

Decision 111: Financial Support for Student’s Tuition and Subsistence 

1. That all students are encouraged to apply for NSFAS loans; 

2. That a church council is encouraged to give a ministry student a honorarium for the 

100 hours of practical ministry that s/he renders each year in their congregation; 
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3. That MFTTs and SMFAs of Regional Synods MFTTs are encouraged to fund-raise 

for bursaries for their ministry students. 

Decision 112: Annual Reporting Template on Activities of MFTT 

The acceptance of the following framework as the template to be used in all RMFTT and 

GS MFTT reports 

The 18 headings are: 

1. Composition of GS MFTT and Regional MFTTs;  

2. Board of lecturers;  

3. Annual student list;  

4. Bursaries/loans for students;  

5. Amended curriculum students;  

6. In-house or seminary courses;  

7. Mentorship of students;  

8. Synchronisation of curricula;  

9. General Synod student conference;  

10. Students in other regions;  

11. Student recruitment;  

12. Student assessment procedures; 

13. Colloquium Doctum;  

14. Licensing;  

15. Financial report;  

16. CMD matters;  

17. Broad training process of church members 

18. Other  

Decision 113: Report on Activities of Regional MFTT’s 

1. The GS CMPW (MFTT) presents an updated report on the decision of GSC 

Decision 65 regarding point 2 of the GSC decision regarding brother Pieterse 

2. In the light of the GS is challenge to address issues of Justice delayed is justice failed 

to be seen to be done. 
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Decision 114: #feesmustfall 

Due to our prophetic calling we should respond to the demands of the Gospel. 

The Belhar Confession inspires us to act in accordance to the Word of God and adhere to 

the Biblical imperative to stand where God stand and to walk with God.  

GS Decide: 

To issue a public statement to support our call to adhere to the Biblical imperative of 

solidarity 

In the statement we declare that we:  

 Believe tertiary education is not a privilege, but a right enshrined in the Constitution 

of South Africa; 

 Condemn all forms of violence; 

 Also condemn the violence of poverty towards the poor students of South Africa; 

 Continue to fundraise for students as funds are available;  

 Affirm the issue of equity when addressing the struggle of students pertaining to 

student fees; 

 Support that parents who are in the position to contribute proportionally to the 

paying of fees, do so; 

 Support fully that free education be made available to all financially needy students 

as well as the lost-middle 

Immediate action proposed: 

1. The Executive of URCSA meets the student leadership of #feesmustfall before the 

end of 2016; 

2. To act on our Confession that calls us to physically stand with the oppressed and the 

marginalized  

Decision: 

1. To call on congregations close to campuses to specifically institute pastoral and 

support structures to student communities and lectures t talk through the matters of 

students protests. 
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2. The GS to arrange a meeting with the minister of Higher Education and University 

Principals to discuss the spaces that can be created for honest debate and dialogue 

and to explore this in collaboration with all ecumenical structures. 

3. The GS and all Regional Synod  condemn in a strongest possible terms the violent 

character of the police conduct and call on SAPC as well as the university 

management to restrain the security personnel in the handling of the student protest. 

4. That a call be made to students to engage all agencies who have the interest of their 

protest and struggles at heart and to also act with restrain when it comes to the issue 

of respecting properly at institutions of higher learning. 

Decision 115 Relationship with DRC 

1. The GS takes with appreciation note of the indefatigably efforts by the regional 

synods of the DRC to take up the Belhar Confession in the confessional basis of the 

DRC  

2. The GS regretfully takes note of the unsuccessfully efforts of the DRC General 

Synod regarding securing a 2.3 majority vote in every regional synod in order to 

include the Belhar confession as a fully-fledged confession.  

3. The GS affirms that we will still avail ourselves to accompany the DRC regarding 

the acceptance of the Belhar Confession. 

4. The GS affirms that the acceptance of the Belhar Confession is being seen by 

URCSA as the acid test of the DRC's response to the challenge of becoming one, 

united and non-racial church with the other Dutch Reformed churches.    

5. The GS states categorically that the Belhar Confession should be included as a fully 

fledge confession in the confessional basis of the envisaged unified church 

Optionality of the Belhar Confession is not an option for URCSA 

6. The GS recognizes the laudable way in which Church and Society 1990 rejects 

racism as a grievous sin which no person or church may defend or practice.  

7. The GS approves the Provisional Church Order as a way forward.  

8. The GS requests the regional synods of the DRC who are willing to journey on basis 

of the provisional church order to also indicate that they subscribe to the 

memorandum of agreement and the roadmap.  
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9. The GS assures the ministries, congregations, presbyteries and regional synods of 

the DRC who on basis of the Provincial Church Order who want to unify with 

URCSA that the URCSA will embrace them with compassion and accompanying 

them in their journey  

10. The GS requests the General Synod of the DRC to amend Regulation 24 as well as 

Article 44.1 and 44.2 of the Church Order of the General Synod of the DRC in 

totality in order to make church reunification possible.   

11. The GS urges the DRC to confront recalcitrant members and congregations and 

regional synods of the DRC with the inescapable demand of the gospel that they 

should strive and indefatigably work towards the goal to become members of one 

non-racial reunited church.   

12. The GS declares emphatically that restorative justice should shift hence on from the 

periphery to the axis of bilateral and multilateral talks of the DRC Family.  Justice 

does not pass over wrongs. Wrongs in church and society should be faced and 

addressed in a comprehensive manner. In doing so the DRC Family will be able to 

overcome past divisions and find a new and richer unity. Without attending to the 

issue of restorative justice church reunification  

13. The GS approves that the MOA is still the basis for our relationship with the DRC 

14. The GS approves that the joint projects of our churches: Season of Human Dignity 

and Churches addressing Racism continue to assist in making unity a reality. 

Decision 116: Developments on Provisional Church Order 

1. GS expresses itself on the Provisional Church Order. 

2. GS approves that regulation 12 remains the key regulation for unification process in 

URCSA (See Regulation 12 as Addendum F). 

3. GS approves the insertion of Provisional Church Order as a guideline for the process 

to unification, but not as a regulation because it will be a church Order within the 

other church Order and regulations. 

4. GS approves the footnotes in Regulation 12, that Provisional Church Order be 

guideline for the unification process from all levels in the church namely: 

Congregations, Presbyteries, Regional Synods and General Synod.  
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5. GS approves the insertion in regulation 12 that address the approval from the GS or 

GSC based on the confession of Belhar (As point 6).   

6. GS approves that regulation 12 remains the key regulation for unification process in 

URCSA, and footnote be inserted that states that, if there is a Congregation or 

Presbytery or Regional Synod that wants to start unification process at that level they 

must use the Provisional Church Order as the guideline on the basis of Belhar 

confession. The General Synod must approve that arrangement. 

Decision 117 Financial Report: Certified Masters Auditors 

1. The General Synod expresses its heartfelt gratitude to Certified Master Auditors for 

their service to the church and requests the scribe to write a letter to this effect.   

2. General Synod reappoints Certified Master Auditors as auditors of General Synod 

for the next recess.   

Decision 118: Fundraising: Love Offering 

The General Synod decides that in addition to the 10% levy from Regional Synods on their 

income, an annual love offering of at least R 1000 per congregation is requested for the 

General Synod work.  The payment of the love offering will be monitored by the 

Presbyteries.  When a congregation has paid, a certificate will be issued.  Regular reports 

will be furnished to all stakeholders by the office. 

 

Decision 119: Individual Giving Fundraising 

The GS mandates the SMFA to continue investigating the setting up of an individual giving 

platform for URCSA and furnish the GSC with a report. 

 

Decision 120: Compliance to agreed decisions 

General Synod attends to the report of the SMJM regarding compliance to agreed decisions 

in URCSA. 

 

Decision 121: Compliance to church orderly and regulatory requirements 

The GS request the SMFA to appoint a task team to advise and strengthen Regional Synods, 

Presbyteries and Congregations to comply with legal and church order requirements. 
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Decision 122: General Synod Emolument scales 

The GS refer the matter to the Support Ministry for Judicial Matters for its advice.  

 

Decision 123:  Salary Scales 

General Synod mandates the SMFA to implement a scale with increase over 3 years in 

order to reach parity with the scale of the Cape Synod.  The Cape Synod is requested to 

increase the emoluments of ministers with only 5% over the three years period. 

 

Decision 124: Protection of Logos 

1. To consider cooperation with the Financial Services Board in relation to enquiries 

relating to for example surpluses to investment, pensions, bonds and estates etc. 

2. Embark on investigating and exploring how this service of Masahlane Financial 

Services could be made available to congregations, members who may help in these 

situations. 

3. This proposal be referred to new GSSMFA for implementation 

 Decision 125:  

To approve with gratitude the whole report of the Support Ministry of Financial 

Administration (SMFA) presented in its sitting from third to the ninth October 2016 

 

Decision 126:  Relationships with African Reformed Churches 

The Executive / GS appreciate and approve participation of GS Scribe in the Reformed 

Family Forum.  

1. The Scribe is mandated to communicate the URCSA strategic plan focus areas. 

2. The Scribe, with support of the Executive, to continue engaging other Reformed 

African denominations on the consideration of Belhar Confession. 

Decision 127: Church in Asia 

1. The GS approves the request from the church in Pakistan to be called the Uniting 

Reformed Church in Pakistan. 

2. The GS mandates the newly elected Moderamen to enter into dialogue with our 

brothers and sisters in Pakistan and to assist them.  
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Decision 128: Composition of elders in Ministry 

1. GS takes note of the members approved by the GS 2012 and the development during 

the recess on members as approved by GSC. Noted 

2. GS approves the replacement of Rev. Prof. Dr. RW Nel by Rev. Kekana for 

Southern Synod. Approved 

Decision 129: Process to publish the Church Order 

1. GS takes note of the Action by the Actuarius and the GS Executive in connection 

with the Church Order.   

2. The GS takes note of the actions of the SMJM in connection with the printing of the 

Church Order as approved by the GSC 2013.   

 

Decision 130: Development on Register of Ministers 

GS takes notes on the following:  

1. The development of the register for ministers as approved by the GSC 2013, 2014, 

and 2015.  

2. The current register of ministers needs to be updated by adding particulars of 

ministers from the new submissions from the Cape and KZN. 

3. The cut-off date for submission was Mid-September 2016.   

4. The register of ministers will be published in the URCSA News before the General 

Synod, so that each and every minister must be aware that he/she is registered or not. 

5. GS approves that the submission of the forms for registration takes place after every 

three years as in accordance with the forfeiture of status took three if a minister is 

not in service of the church. 

Decision 131: Retention of Status 

GS Approves in principle the application, there are documents outstanding. It will reflect on 

the second report pending the submission of fully documentation from the Cape Synod. 

 

Decision 132: Retention of Status 

GS Approves in principle the applications. 
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Decision 133: Retention of Status 

GS Approves in principle the application, there are documents outstanding. It will reflect on 

the second report pending the submission of fully documentation from the Northern Synod. 

 

Decision 134: Retention of Status 

GS Approves in principle the applications. 

 

Decision 135: Forfeit of Status 

In view of the alleged additional information regarding this matter, the GS decides to refer 

the matter to the Temp Commission SMJM for further reflection by engaging the 

Presbytery of Wits. 

 

Decision 136: Regional Synod meetings and church stipulations 

1. The GS takes note of point 1- 3 on the advice of SMJM.  

2. The GS approves point 4 of the advice of SMJM.  

Decision 137: Register of Ministers of the Word and Status Card 

1. GS approves that the register is fully updated in 20162017 and published in the 

URCSA News in the issues before the synod. Approved as Amended 

2. GS approves the card system as the identification for ministers in good standing.  

Approved. Amended  

3. GS approves, the insertion in regulation 4 (8) as regulation 4 (8.4).   

Decision 138: Ministers from other denominations 

GS approves that there is a need for broadening our unity talk to Reformed churches like 

Maranatha Reformed Church, where we need to start a partnership with the view of unity 

with these churches. The partnership agreement will allow the movement of ministers 

between these churches and URCSA. 

 

Decision 139: Regulations regarding of severance of ties 

SMJM recommends that, the GS approves that stipulation 25. 4 in the Common stipulation 

be replaced by regulation 24.4 from the Southern Synod regulations, and the necessary 

changes be effected in the Regulations of the Church Order and supplementary regulations. 
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Decision 140: Insertion of common stipulations 

1. GS approves the translation from Afrikaans to English.  

2. GS approves the insertion of common stipulations 76.3 to 137. 

Decision 141: Interim Church Order 16 

Already approved on 6/10/2016 

1. GS expresses itself on the Provisional Church Order. 

2. GS approves that regulation 12 remains the key regulation for unification process in 

URCSA (See Regulation 12 as Addendum G). 

3. GS approves the insertion of Provisional Church Order as a guideline for the process 

to unification, but not as a regulation because it will be a church Order within the 

other church Order and regulations. 

4. GS approves the footnotes in Regulation 12, that Provisional Church Order be 

guideline for the unification process from all levels in the church namely: 

Congregations, Presbyteries, Regional Synods and General Synod.  

5. GS approves the insertion in regulation 12 that address the approval from the GS or 

GSC based on the confession of Belhar (As point 6).   

6. GS approves that regulation 12 remains the key regulation for unification process in 

URCSA, and footnote be inserted that states that, if there is a Congregation or 

Presbytery or Regional Synod that wants to start unification process at that level they 

must use the Provisional Church Order as the guideline on the basis of Belhar 

confession. The General Synod must approve that arrangement. 

Decision 142: Mediation in regulations in the Church Order 

SMJM recommends that:  

1. The ADR used for disputes, but not for disciplinary issues. 

2. The regulation to be changed that the neighbouring presbytery to adjudicate in all 

cases. The presbytery should approach the neighbouring presbytery in consultation 

with the Regional Moderamen. 

3. GS approves that a team of 14 members of the GS 2 per Regional Synods be trained 

to be trainers to train the ADR teams in the Regional Synods.  

4. GS approves that all Regional Synods may use ADR on disputes, but not on 

disciplinary (Tug) measures.  
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5. GS instructs the GS SMJM to monitor the process, and provide advices when 

needed.  

Decision: GS refer the ADR to Regional Synods for input and rectification with feedback to 

GSC during the recess and tabling of same at the next General Synod for approval 

 

Decision 143: Amendment of the election of office bearers of the presbytery 

1. GS approves the Bi-annual election of the office bearers of the Presbyteries. 

2. GS approves the insertion in the common stipulations that will stipulate the 

frequency of the election in the Presbytery. 

3. GS approves retention of the stipulation 22.1.9 that, the minister of the Word must 

be the chair of the meeting. 

Decision 144: Amendment on retirement stipulations 

Refer back to Regional synods 

1. GS approves that retiring minister should not apply for retention of status to the GS 

SMJM, but the presbytery must release them with retention of the status of emeritus. 

2. GS approves that the SMJM designs a deed of demission which will indicate that 

the minister retires with honour and retention of status (Emeritus). The Presbytery 

will also register such a minister as an emeritus minister in the register of the 

ministers of the Word in URCSA. In this sense there will be no need to apply for 

retention of status when one retires. 

Decision: The GS refers this issue back to Regional Synods for input and feedback 

to next GSC 

 

Decision 145: Retirement Stipulations from Cape Synod 

 Not accepted 

1. GS approves the change of age limit of 65 years to 70 years for retirement of 

ministers based on the reasons given above. 

2. GS instructs it SMJM to change stipulation 27.1.1 and 27.1.2 to affect the change 

requested above. 

Amendment: Not accepted 
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GS approves the change of age limit of 65 to 70 years for retirement of ministers based on 

the reasons given above, but he or she may retire at the age of 65. 

 

Decision 146: Language of recording from Phororo Synod 

GS approves the following amendment in regulation 22.3 of chapter 3 of the church Order 

and regulations of the GS:  

1. At General Synod level the recording of minutes and discussions must be in English. 

2. For recording of minutes must be in English while, discussion will be the right of the 

Regional Synod to use the language of their choice 

Decision 147: Amendment of IM model from Phororo Synod 

GS approves the request from Phororo for the amendment on their RS stipulation 49.5 and 

GS common stipulation 51.1 in line with the IM model. 

GS instructs its SMJM to affect the change in the Church Order and regulation of the GS. 

 

Decision 148: Compliance of Congregations, Presbyteries and Regions. 

GS approves that the SMJM draft a regulation that will force members to pay their dues to 

the General Synod, as mentioned above. 

 

Decision 149: CWM Constitution 

1. GS approves the changes in the CWM constitution. 

2. GS approves the insertion of these changes in the CWM constitution 

Amendment: 

The amendment to bullet 1 of 10.2.2.5.6  

Receives all monies of the CMM and Regional Synod level  

 

Decision 150: Motion Use of technology 

That the new technology should be used to GS advantage with regards to the registration, 

constituting and voting processes at Synod. This will save us ample time in the future. 
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Decision 151: Motion Addressing Racism and Hate Speech 

The GS internalise the panel discussion on church addressing racism/hate speech and 

incitement by applying the topics in the life of the church.  The following should be done: 

1. Junior and Senior Catechism material should reflect that 

2. Content of Theological training should reflect that 

3. Worship and Sunday services should reflect that 

4. Congregational Ministries as well as proclamation and Worship Ministries are asked 

to ensure that this gets implemented. 

Decision 152: Motion Desmond Tutu on his 85th birthday 

The URCSA having its 7th sitting extends its best wishes to Emeritus-Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu on his 85th birthday today.  Tutu, ordained at the age of 30 and the first black 

Archbishop of Cape Town in 1986, used his position to advocate for international sanctions 

against apartheid regime, and latter lobby for rights globally.  The past year the Arch, who 

has been our country’s moral conscious for many years was in and out of hospital.  We keep 

the Arch and Mama Leah in our prayers and wish him a happy birthday. 

 

Decision 153: Phororo Synod on Vacant Congregations 

The General Synod decide to take note of vacant congregations and mandates the CMPW 

and CMSW to jointly establish a Task Team to conduct research on the causes and/or effect 

of vacant congregations in URCSA with recommendations to the next GSC. 

 

Decision 154: Prebyteries 

1. The GS takes note of an ongoing process of possible inclusion of the Presbyteries of 

Amandelboom and Steinkopf from the Cape Synod into the Phororo Synod. 

2. The GS further takes note that there is dire need to restructure all URCSA Regional 

Synods and mandates the GS Executive Committee and Regional Synods 

Moderamen to jointly initiate the process with progress feedback too subsequent 

GSC meetings during recess and report to the next GS for decision. 

 

 

 



 
 

Page 268 

Minutes of the 7th General Synod of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 2016 

Decision 155: Church Unity 

The GS endorse the decision of Phororo Synod to place a moratorium on the bilateral unity 

talks with the DRC Northern Cape until the DRC Northern Cape recognize URCSA as part 

of the Dutch Reformed Church Family. 

 

Decision 156: URC Lehika Court Case 

1. The GS take note with appreciation the perseverance of URC Lehika to pursue the 

matter in defence until finality of the court case against DRCA Lehika, 

2. The GS take note that the full bench judgement assists in interpretation of the SCA 

1998 judgement against URCSA, 

3. The GS receive the attached full bench judgement (Annexure B) for use and 

reference by URCSA Congregations.  

Decision 157: WCCIsraeli-Palestinian Conflict and Peace Process 

Based on the principles of the Belhar Confession, unity, reconciliation and justice the 

General Synod of URCSA calls on all congregations and Regional synods  

1. To recognize the danger of using scripture to in any way justify occupation, and to 

recognize Christian Zionism as a form of Christian fundamentalism endangering 

especially indigenous Palestinian Christian communities.  

2. To listen to and respond to the voices of Palestinian Christians (including those 

expressed through the ‘Kairos Palestine’ document); 

3. To promote and support all non-violent efforts to end the occupation (including 

considering appropriate economic and other measures);  

4. To promote inter-faith dialogue and cooperation with Jewish and Muslim partners on 

the pilgrimage of justice and peace in South Africa 

The General Synod of URCSA invites congregations to join together annually the World 

Week for Peace in Palestine/Israel of advocacy and action in support of an end to the illegal 

occupation of Palestine and a just peace for all in Palestine and Israel. 

The General Synod of URCSA requests the Scribe Synodi of the General Synod and/or 

General Secretary to forward information concerning the World Week for Peace in 

Palestine/Israel on an annually basis to regional synods which on their account will ensure 

to furbish information to the Local Congregations. 
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Decision 158: Christian Zionism and Anti - Semitism 

Decision taken by GS:   

1. GS decides that URCSA encourages Bible studies that unpack issues of Christian 

Zionism, anti-Semitism, to make sure we as Christians in URCSA are not 

unknowingly or unintentionally support an ideology that resemble the nature and 

features of apartheid. 

2. GS decides that URCSA on the basis of the Belhar Confession critically condemns 

any justification of Christian Zionism or religious/theological/biblically 

interpretations that equates the present Israel with the Old Testament Israel and 

preaches it. 

 

Decision 159: WCC: Religious leaders from Africa Region 

WCC: Religious leaders from Africa region on preventing incitement that could lead to 

atrocity crimes 

1. The General Synod of URCSA affirms based on the Belhar Confession the human 

dignity of all notwithstanding race, class, culture and affirms resistance to hate 

speech, incitement, institutional racism, state-sanctioned violence in all of its forms. 

Noted 

2. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the upsurge of racism worldwide as 

well as in South Africa. Noted 

3. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the Blacks lives Matter movement.   

4. The General Synod of URCSA takes note of the Plan of Action for Religious 

Leaders from Africa to Prevent Incitement to Violence that could lead to Atrocity 

Crimes. Noted 

5. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to protect and to promote universal human 

rights and human dignity.   

6. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to prevent and counter incitement to 

discrimination, hostility and violence  

7. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to reinforce interfaith alliances and networks 

and, when necessary, release joint press statements and carry out joint missions.  
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8. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to confront any ideology that promotes 

violent extremism  

9. The General Synod of URCSA affirms to prevent and counter incitement to gender-

based violence  

10. General Synod of URCSA affirms that religious leaders and actors should work to 

ensure that government demonstrate respect for all religions and do not discriminate 

against any religion, or the practitioners of any religion.   

Decision 160: Nuclear Program 

The GS calls on the Faith Community and Civil Community in Southern Africa to oppose 

the governments’ nuclear program.    

 

Decision 161: Church Reunification with DRC 

1. The GS requests the General Synod of the DRC to amend Regulation 24 as well as 

Article 44.1 and 44.2 of the Church Order of the General Synod of the DRC in 

totality in order to make church reunification possible.   

2. The GS urges the DRC to confront recalcitrant members and congregations and 

regional synods of the DRC with the inescapable demand of the gospel that they 

should strive and indefatigably work towards the goal to become members of one 

non-racial reunited church.   

3. The GS declares emphatically that restorative justice should shift hence on from the 

periphery to the axis of bilateral and multilateral talks of the DRC Family.  Justice 

does not pass over wrongs. Wrongs in church and society should be faced and 

addressed in a comprehensive manner. In doing so the DRC Family will be able to 

overcome past divisions and find a new and richer unity. Without attending to the 

issue of restorative justice church reunification  

4. The GS approves that the MOA is still the basis for our relationship with the DRC 

5. The GS approves that the joint projects of our churches: Season of Human Dignity 

and Churches addressing Racism continue to assist in making unity a reality. 
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Decision 162: Nuclear Program 

1. That the URCSA align herself with the Astana declaration 

2. To call on the Faith Community and Civil Community in Southern Africa to oppose 

the governments’ nuclear program  

3. To engage with the governments in the region on the issues of cleaner and affordable 

technology in the energy generation 

Decision 163: 

GS approve with gratitude and appreciation, the report of the Temporary Ministry for 

Pastoral Letter, Doctrinal Matters and Resolutions. 

 

Decision 164: 

1. GS approves that the matter is not acceptable (ontvanklik) at the level of the General 

Synod  based on Article 11.8 and is referred back to the Regional Synod (Northern 

Synod) for immediate attention 

2. GS approves that in terms of Regulation 2(1.1), the “pronouncements” of the 

Moderamen of the Regional Synod cannot be appealed at the General Synod.  The 

appeal should be dealt with by the Synodical Commission for the Regional Synod. 

Decision 165: Restructuring of Synodical Boundaries 

 The GS refers the matter of restructuring of synodical boundaries to the Permanent SMJM. 

 

Decision 166: 

The GS confirms the recommendation of the Permanent SMJM that Mr. F W Mokoena 

must reapply for status. Not approved Referred back for further investigation. 

Referrals to Permanent SMJM: 

1. Congregations for Chaplains 

2. Forfeiting of status 

Decision 167: Donations for GS received from Institutions 

 The GS expresses its heartfelt gratitude for the generous donations received from the 

following institutions: CWM Northern Synod, CWM General Synod, WCRC Partnership 
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Fund, The German Reformed Church and the United Protestant Church in Belgium.  The 

Synod requests the scribe to write a letter of thanks to each of these institutions.    

 

Decision 168: General Secretary Position 

1. GS request the Moderamen to re-advertise the position of General Secretary, 

interview the candidates and present the forthcoming GSC with a short list of 

candidates for appointment 

2. The interim arrangements are that we buy time from the scribe, to assist with the 

general secretary responsibilities of 35% and that of the Acting Administrator at 

15%. 

3. If the interim arrangement is agreed upon, we request the Executive to negotiate with 

the Church Councils of both the Acting Administrator and the Scribe, on behalf of 

the General Synod. 

4. The appointment of the full-time Administrator should be completed on the next 

General Synodical Commission, the successful candidate with commence it’s duties 

on 01 January 2018 (November and December 2017, it will be the induction of the 

newly appointed General Secretary). 

Decision 169: Motions on General Secretary Position 

GS decides to inform the previously interviewed candidates about the new development 

concerning the General Secretary position and urge them to re-apply for the vacancy when 

advertised. 

 

Decision 170: Motion Honorarium for Outgoing Moderamen 

We propose that the honorarium be increased fourfold to the outgoing members of the 

Moderamen and the Support Staff if the funds allow it. 

 

Decision 171: Honorarium for Elton John 

GS decides to give Elton John (the person who help with the microphone during sessions) 

an honorarium of R1000.00 as an usher with regards to the sound. 
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Decision 172: Motion Job Descriptions and staff conditions  

GS Mandates the Permanent Commission for Financial Administration to develop the staff 

conditions and job descriptions and avail them to the next GSC for approval prior any 

assumption of duty by any staff member 

 

Decision 173: 

GS accept the report of the Temporary Commission for Finances with gratitude. 

 

Decision 174: 

General Synod accept the report of the Temporary Commission for In Memoriam. 

 

Decision 175: 

The GS accepts the report of the Task Team for Homosexuality 

 

Decision 176: 

GS accepts and approves the recommendation of the Fourth Report of the Temporary 

Ministry for Judicial Matters 

Decision 177:   

GS approves the Permanent Ministries for GS. 

 

Decision 178: 

GS accept the address of the outgoing moderator with appreciation. 
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11. ADDRESS OF OUTGOING MODERATOR 
 

Speech of outgoing moderator to newly elected Executive of URCSA 10 October 2016  

I, Mary-Anne Plaatjies-van Huffel, as outgoing moderator of URCSA will now introduce 

the newly elected executive to the podium. According to GS Regulation on procedure of 

meetings: The newly elected executive assume their responsibilities at the end of the 

meeting. The time to introduce the newly elected executive is therefore now. It had been a 

pleasure to work with the outgoing executive of the GS of the URCSA. Some of them with 

whom I worked approximately 16 years on General Synodical level for example the 

reverend Betha, and I started served as actuarius representing our respective Regional 

Synods on the SMJM of the GS in 2002 and later we served as assessor and I as moderator 

on the GS.  Br. Betha is indeed an Israelite in whom there is no deceit (1 John 4:47) Thanks 

br. Betha for your friendship.   Prof. Leepo Modise, somebody who stand firm in his 

believes. Thanks for your unwavering support to me during the recess.  Thanks be to 

Reverend Collin Goeiman for his loyalty and Rev. Dr. Dawid Kuyler, you worked   as 

scribe during the recess with all your heart, as if working for the Lord, and thanks be to God 

for your work ethic.  (Colossians 2:23-24). I hereby want to express my heartfelt gratitude 

for friendship,  your high level of commitment to execute the decisions of the GS,   deep 

theological reflections on social justice issues in church and society and church 

reunification, team work in drafting reports and developing the Strategic plan and in our 

unified front in our deliberations with the DRC on church reunification.   I exit these 

Synodical Chambers and the GS structures a much richer person than I entered16 years ago.  

You were more than willing to be pour out as a drinking offer in the service of our  Lord in 

serving his church, knowing that your reward is in heaven (Phil  2:17).   May the good Lord 

bless you. 

As outgoing moderator I want to thanks GS for the trust you conveyed  in 2012 GS in 

Okahandja for electing me as  first female  moderator of URCSA  Three things will I always 

cherish  which I would not been  able to achieve without you  entrusting leadership of 

URCSA to me  

a.  I as moderator of URCSA had been bestowed the honour to conduct the evening 

prayers at the house of the late President Nelson Mandela   in order to minister to 

the bereaved Mandela family in 2013 inhis house in Houghton and me and My 
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husband could also  on behalf of URCSA attended his funeral in Qunu.  Without 

being the moderator of URCSA this honour would never been bestowed on me  

b. I had the opportunity as spoke person of URCSA to draft numerous press 

statements during the recess. The one on Xenophobia and aphrophobia had been 

published in German booklet on the Belhar Confession during 2016.  

c. Lastly I had been elected as president of the WCC (2013-2020) on my first ever 

meeting to represent URCSA at the General Assembly of the WCC in Busan 

2013.   

May you as newly elected moderamen always keep in mind that the Synod/GSC/ church 

reunification talks  is neither a convention, nor a parlor, nor a parliament or senate, where 

people make deals and reach compromises. The Synod/GSC is rather an Ecclesial 

expression. The Synod/GSC is a protected space in which the Church experiences the 

action of the Holy Spirit (Pope Francis),   it should be never about us.  I hereby call to the 

fore the following as the newly elected executive of URCSA. May Jesus the one and only 

Head of the church grant you wisdom, humility, to walk with God, to embody our 

confessional basis (especially the Belhar Confession) and to speak truth to power.  My 

Scripture reading to you for your tenure as executive of URCSA is May God increase and 

you decrease (John 3:30).  Moderator of General Synod:   Prof. Leepo Modise, Assesor: 

Motlawentla Godfrey Betha, Scribe:  William Julius. Actuarius:  David Peter Carelse, 

Additional members: Reverend Fokase, Reverend ThamsanqaEddy Ngema and Prof. 

Christina Landman, Blessing to you all. 
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12. LATE REPORT FROM HOMOSEXUALITY 
 

Extended Task Team for Homosexuality 

9 October 2016 

1 Dr. Kuyler opens with a prayer. 

2 Present:  Rev. P Grove, Prof. C Landman (Scribe), Dr. D Kuyler(Chair), Ds. D 

Bock, Ds. M P Menasse, Rev. E Fortein, Rev. Z Mogoebo, Rev. E Maphike 

3 Introduction to Recommendation:  The General Synod has come a long way with the 

issue of homosexuality.  All the reports of the past testify to it.  We would like the 

GS to choose between the options below and to accompany the church in a 

responsible pastoral way irrespective of the decision. 

4 Recommendation: 

The GS approves that there will be an open ballot voting for one of the following 

positions: 

(1) Process position by the Task Team (p 210) 

(2) The original recommendations of the 2008 report (p 209) 

(3) The same as position (2) with the addendum that ministers of the Word with their 

congregations can chose their own position 

(4) The traditional position as presented in the Task Team report as Position 2:  

acceptance and ordination within celibacy  
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AACC All African Council of Churches 

ACRC African Council of Reformed Churches 
AGM Annual General Meeting 
CB Church Brigade 
CDM Christian Dependancy Ministry 
CMCM Core Ministry for Congregational Ministries 
CMM Christian Men Ministries 
CMPW Permanent Commission Members of the Ministry for Proclamation and Witness 
CMSW Permanent Commission Members of the Core Ministry for Service and Witness 
CPC Calvyn Protestant Church 
CRCNA The Christian Reformed Church in North America 
CRRF South African Council of Religious Rights and Freedoms 
CS Cape Synod 
CMD Continuing Ministerial Development 
CLF Christelike Lektuurfonds 
CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing 
CYM Christian Youth Ministries 
CWL Christian Women’s League 
CWM Christian Women’s Ministries 
DCA Doctrine and Current Affairs 
DRCA Dutch Reformed Church in Africa 
DRC Dutch Reformed Church 
EAPPI Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Isreal 
EPAN Ecumenical Peace Advocacy Network 
ERC Evangelical Reformed Church in Germany 
EUNO Ecumenical Office to the United Nations 
GS General Synod 
GSC General Synodical Commission 
HTT Homosexuality Task Team 
ICP International Center for Inter-faith Peace and Harmony 
IM Integrated Model 
KZN Kwazulu Natal 
KZN MFTT Kwazulu Natal Ministerial Formation Task Team 
LWTT Liturgy and Worship Task Team 
MFTT Ministerial Formation Task Team 
MOA Memorandum of Agrement 
NCLF National Churh Leaders Consultation/Initiative 
NS Northern Synod 
NS MFTT Northern Synod Ministerial Formation Task Team 
PCUSA Presbyterian Church in USA 
PCB Protestant Church in Belgium 
PCR Program to Combat Racism 
PCN Protestant Church in Netherland 
PIEF  Palestinian and Isreali Ecumenical Forum 
PUSA Presbyterian Church in United States of America 
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RCA Reformed Church in America 
RMFTT Regional Ministerial Formation Task Team 
RS Regional Synod 
SACC South African Council of Churches 
SIOC Sishen Iron Ore Company 
SMCPA Support Ministry for Communication, Publication and Archives 
SMJM Support Ministry of Judical Matters 
SMFA Support Ministry of Financial Administration  
SSCAB Safety and Security Christian Advisory Board 
UEM United Evangical Ministry 
UMSW United Ministry for Service and Witness 
UPCSA United Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa 
UPCB United Protestant Church in Belgium 
URCSA United Reformed Church in South Africa 
URC Uniting Reformed Church 
WCC World Council of Churches 
WCRC World Communion of Reformed Churches 
WWDP Women’s World Day of Prayer 

 


