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Uniting Reformed Church in Southern 
Africa as the community of believers 
as per Article one of the Church Or-

der and as a community as per African-Re-
formed Philosophy when one is in joy all will 
rejoice with him or her, equally when one is 
in sorrow all will suffer with him or her. We 
are approaching Christmas and the New Year 
with tranquility in Namibia as a country and 
Lesotho, while in South Africa URCSA and 
the entire nation are uncertain about the po-
litical situation. The electricity, governance; es-
calating corruption and floods throughout the 
country. Christmas of 2022 come as the hope 
for the hopeless South Africans and URCSA 
members, because the name of the Son will be 
called Emmanuel - God with us.

We would like to receive gifts that would 
make us happy, but we would like to receive 
them without any obligation on our part. And 
sometimes we pursue our own happiness at all 
costs, we end up threatening others or even 
hurting them. That is why, in addition to the 
suffering in fragility of social order and stabil-
ity of Christian faith caused by such tragedies 
as floods in South Africa, poverty in all three 
countries where URCSA cut across is experi-
enced. Furthermore, we have unnecessary suf-
fering resulting from conflict between human 
beings - Xenophobia in South Africa; misun-
derstanding of the Church Order and stipula-

tions in URCSA in South Africa, conflicts in 
regional synods and courts cases to cut across 
the Regional synods except KwaZulu-Natal 
and Namibia. These sufferings happens be-
cause each of us thinks too highly of himself or 
herself and too little of other people, forgetting 
the words of article 4.3 stating: "URCSA mem-
ber look at other member higher than him or 
herself ".

Christmas is a witness that illustrates to human 
beings how wrong is to live in conflicts forev-
er, reminds us of the reconciliation that has 
brought by God with us. Christmas shows the 
dignity and worth of human personality. For 
what Christians are celebrating at Christmas 
is nothing less than the action of God in com-
ing to live among human beings in the world 
which Godself had created. So God within us 
was born to a woman who was homeless at the 
time, and in a stable filled with the stench of 
animals, for the reason that it was the only shel-
ter she could find. During Christmas URCSA 
members best show our love for Emmanuel by 
respecting other human beings, no matter how 
weak and vulnerable they are, and seeing them 
as equally precious, with us, in God's sight. This 
is the lesson of Christmas. God bless us all this 
Christ, and forgive and restore us when we fail 
in love. Micah 4:1-5: nations will live securely, 
for then his greatness will reach to the end of 
the earth. And he will be their peace.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
HOPE IN THE HOPELESS SITUATION - 
GOD WITHIN US WILL GIVE US PEACE

By Prof LJ Modise
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EDITORIAL

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic URCSA could not 

have the General Synod meeting in 
2021. This year URCSA had their 
8th General Synod meeting in the 
Cape Regional Synod at the Protea 
Hotel in Stellenbosch. The Gen-
eral Synod met under the theme: 
Fragility of the Social Order and 
Stability of the Christian Faith To-
day: Jesus is Lord. The URCSA 
news editorial team released dai-
ly digital newsletters to keep the 
URCSA family and friends updat-
ed with the proceedings of Synod. 
These newsletters are available on 

the URCSA website in case you’ve 
missed it. The proceedings of the 
General Synod meeting were also 
livestreamed on our Facebook 
page. You are most welcome to re-
visit our page for these recordings. 

This issue is the last issue for 2022. 
We would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude to everyone who shared 
their stories with us and the broad-
er URCSA family. May you have a 
Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year. May the peace and joy 
of this season accompany you. The 
Lord bless you.
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LICENSING

Monwabisi Gideon Koyingana was 
licensed to become Proponent on 
the 30th of November 2022, Cape 
Regional Synod. 

Lyndon Lloyd Mactavie was licensed 
to become Proponent on the 30th 
of November 2022, Cape Regional 
Synod.

ORDINATIONS

Proponent Shaneeze Dilgee was ordained on Saturday, 12 November 2022 as minister of 
URCSA Atlantis (Avondale) in the Cape Regional Synod

Proponent Randow Sabatha Jantjies was ordained on Saturday, 03 December 2022 as minister 
of URCSA Robertson in the Cape Regional Synod. He is married to Mrs Naydene Jantjies.

Ordination of Proponent HC Maqashela at URCSA Makong congregation inWitsieshoek Pres-
bytery, Free State and Lesotho Region on the 12th of November 2022

Mulanda Mwiye was licensed to be-
come a Proponent on the 4th of 
December 2022 at URCSA Katutu-
ra Congregation, Namibia Regional 
Synod. 
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By Cobus van Wyngaard

The stories of unification that the church is 
looking for are probably stories of quick 

and easy relationships, where people miracu-
lously find each other as if generations of pain 
and separation disappear like mist before the 
sun. This is not our story. This will probably 
not be the story of any actual process of uni-
fication. 
On Sunday 30 October 2022, the URCSA 
Melodi ya Tshwane and the NGK Pretoria be-
came a joint congregation with a joint church 
council, according to the interim church order 
approved by our General Synods. It's a long 
journey, and just the beginning of one that will 
be much longer. Unification does not happen 
in a moment, but is rather is a journey of re-
pair in which we will probably participate over 
generations. 

The DRC Pretoria is the former Bosman-street 
congregation which was founded in 1854. The 
congregation's story is that of several DRC 
congregations. The predominantly white Afri-
kaans demographic of Pretoria city center has 
changed dramatically over the past 30 years, 
and the congregation's story has been one of 
becoming smaller and consolidating. The six 
congregations of the Pretoria presbytery be-
came one congregation with a small mem-
bership while more than 100,000 people live 
within the historic congregational boundaries. 
Over time, the congregation's members and 
leadership began to increasingly reflect the di-

URCSA Melodi ya Tshwane and DRC Pretoria: 
Congregations take next steps in journey towards church unity

versity of its geographic area, but it was, and 
still is, a slow journey. 
The DRCA Melodi ya Tshwane, later the URC-
SA Melodi ya Tshwane, was founded in 1992 
as a congregation of mainly resident domestic 
workers in the old Pretoria, but with a con-
scious vision to create a home for members 
who during and after the transition to a dem-
ocratic South Africa would move into the city. 
Over the past 30 years, the congregation has 
grown into a strong and sustainable congrega-
tion that worships in the Bosmanstraat church 
building. In the mid-1990s, the URCSA was 
looking for a church building. In the midst 
of an early hope for a future union, the DRC 
Pretoria sold 50% of the Bosman Street church 
building to this URCSA congregation and 
placed the sale amount in a trust to be jointly 
managed by the two congregations for the sake 
of maintaining the building. This building be-
came the concrete issue that the congregations 
had to talk and find each other about for de-
cades. The concrete commitment to each other 
because we shared a church building was criti-
cal in keeping us together during this time. 

By 2016, there were eight ministers from the 
two congregations, most in part-time posi-
tions, participating in a monthly joint minis-
ters' meeting where we talked about our min-
istry, and slowly moved closer to each other. 
During one such gathering we came to the 
deep conviction that the path we must walk 
must be one of formal unification. The various 
church councils came to the same conviction 

and embarked on the long road of reunifica-
tion. Instead of looking for a finalized unity, we 
repeatedly chose to formally engage on the next 
practical part of the journey. The critical point 
was when the church councils announced our 
formal journey to form a joint congregation on 
October 29, 2017. 
The goal was Reformation Sunday 2020. Covid 
happened in the meantime. For almost two 
years we rarely saw each other. Most of the 
pastors who were there in 2017 are now in oth-
er congregations. Two have passed away. The 
terms of several church council members who 
started the journey have come to an end. We 
are deeply aware of how critically important 
key relationships between church leaders were 
and are in this journey, but also deeply aware 
that we could only progress to where we are 
today because the decisions and commitments 
really belonged to the church councils, and not 
just to a few individuals. 

Two words keep coming to mind when I think 
of what has brought us here: pragmatism and 
faith. At several points it was clear that the sin-
gle most important thing that moves us to take 
the next step is a deep belief that God has called 
us to be one. It wasn't always the easiest route 
to stick to, and probably not always the most 
strategic path to choose. But our confession 
that unity is both a gift and an obligation has 
called us back to this journey again and again. 
On the other hand, at various moments we had 
to realize that we had to go slow, find the next 
small concrete step, find the things that benefit 
everyone now, and take that step. And this is 
probably what real stories of church reunifi-
cation will always look like. It will not happen 
overnight, it will move with small steps, but it 
will happen where there is a conscious com-
mitment to always take the next step. 
Reformation Sunday 2022 was such a step for 
the URCSA Melodi ya Tshwane and the DRC 
Pretoria. We continue to look for the next steps.
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URCSA LIGHT OF HOPE CELEBRATIONS

On the 3 December 2022, the church held a big wonderful and joyous service to launch and cloth ministries of the church. This was a day that 
the congregation prayed for in the past – therefore there was just happiness, gratitude and peace as we see in the pictures above..

On the 10 December 2022, URCSA Light of Hope celebrated with a Christmas Party that was held at Rietvlei Nature Reserve.
At this service, the elderly were honoured and gifted with blankets and some goodies. The ministries competed by singing Hosanna 114 and 
everyone enjoyed the challenge and enjoyed the day.
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By Dr Motseothata Tau (PhD: NWU)

We live in a polarised society where there 
are real differences of opinion. The di-

vide between the rich and the indigent is be-
coming wider and more apparent. The rich 
are becoming richer. There are fervent dis-
agreements between people within national 
boundaries. Individuals do not always agree on 
certain matters. Different races, tribes, and na-
tions do not always get along.  The population 
is approximately divided between male and 
female equally, even though that is considered 
too simplistic, as some people think that those 
biological differences are too restrictive. There 
are intractable divisions over what is moral and 
what is not. 
Democratic nations are badly divided. Italy 
cannot agree for very long on who is in charge. 
According to GlobalSecurity.org Italy had six-
ty-three (63) governments in seventy (70) years 
between 1946 and 2015. The United States of 
America (USA) is also bitterly divided. Israel 
held four (4) elections in just two (2) years be-
fore removing Benjamin Netanyahu, its longest 
serving Prime Minister, and now there are al-
legations that the Israeli state police used Peg-
asus software to spy on Netanyahu and other 
politicians, thus influencing the outcome of the 
elections. South Africa is deeply divided along 
racial and political lines. 
Universities are supposed to have “safe spaces” 
and give trigger “warnings” to avoid offend-
ing anyone, but this coddling only encourages 
more sensitivities in students who are unable 
to cope with others who disagree with them. 
Examples that can be cited are the racial be-
haviour of some students at universities of the 
Free State, North-West (Potchefstroom Cam-
pus), and now recently at Stellenbosch. 
We see these conflicting views first-hand in the 
Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Afri-
ca (URCSA). We see disagreements between 
congregations and their ministers and appeals 
against the resolutions of the Presbyteries to 
the Regional Synod and ultimately to the Gen-
eral Synod. I believe that it is not wrong to 
disagree or to challenge incorrect thinking or 
inappropriate behaviour, but to allow misun-
derstanding or disagreement and to persist can 
lead bitterness and increasingly aggressive ac-
tions. Throughout the process, certain individ-

uals are caught in the crossfire. Those who are 
steadfast in the just and fair application of the 
Church Order are generally vilified and slan-
dered. On the other hand, the blind and loy-
al supporters of those in power are rewarded 
with positions in the leadership of the church. 
The plethora of Pastoral Letters, Circulars and 
High Court orders between the parties leads 
to one question: “Where is the Creator in this 
conflict?  
Yet one wonders why there is so much animos-
ity in the church. How does one disciplinary 
case or an application for secession by a ward 
provoke such angry reactions and animosity?
The Source of Anger. 
According to the Book of Proverbs (Proverbs 
1: 22) there are four (4) types of individuals 
in the church. Let us look at each type before 
we discuss the sources of anger in the church. 
These are: 
1. The Simple person.
2. The Fool.
3. The Mocker. 
4. The Wise person.
The Simple Person: The simple person is basi-
cally ignorant and naive (although not stupid). 
He just doesn’t know; he lacks instruction and 
information. Most simple people are young 
(in age, and/or in the Lord). When confront-
ed with the truth, the simple person’s response 
is: “I don’t know what you mean.” The cure for 
the simple person: Time and experience (and, 
I would add, sound teaching/doctrine/instruc-
tion, and a patient teacher). (Proverbs 14: 15 
& 18).
The Fool: The fool understands the truth, but 
is wilfully resistant to it, although primarily to 
his own (and secondarily others’) detriment. A 
fool finds pleasure in wicked schemes. His pri-
mary goal in life is the pursuit of pleasure ob-
tained through doing what he knows is wrong, 
with little concern for the long-term results or 
outcomes of his wayward actions. When con-
fronted with the truth, the fool says: “I know 
what you mean, but I don’t care!” The cure 
for the fool, sadly, is often trouble and tragedy 
(Proverbs 10: 18, 21, 23; & 14: 3, 8).
The Mocker: The mocker is, in Andy Stan-
ley’s words, “like a fool on steroids”. Mockers 
(also called “scoffers” in Scripture) defy and 
renounce the truth and good things, not only 
to their own detriment and destruction, but 
that of others. They are provokers of others 

to wrong, strife, and evil. The Word tells us 
“Do not rebuke a mocker, or he will hate you” 
(Proverbs 9: 7 – 8 & 14: 6). You can’t persuade 
or reason with a mocker to turn away from 
his mockery. Without God’s, often dramatic, 
intervention, most mockers are “a lost cause”. 
When confronted with the truth, the mocker 
responds: “I hate you!” (Notice, he doesn’t just 
say, “I hate the truth, the message,” but “I hate 
you, the messenger!”) Sadly, the mocker is usu-
ally beyond any human help. Don’t waste your 
time or energy trying to instruct the mocker; 
all you can do is to pray for him. The only cure 
for the mocker is God Himself, Who has to 
arrest him and cause him to humble himself 
before Him. One thinks of Saul on the Damas-
cus Road; only God could reach him; He had 
to knock Saul off his horse, speak to him in an 
audible voice, and temporarily blind him to do 
so.  
The Wise Person: Finally, there is the wise per-
son. The wise person is no smarter or more 
educated than those in the other three catego-
ries; his primary distinguishing characteristic 
and character trait is that he is teachable. (See 
Proverbs 9:9.) And a key prerequisite for teach-
ability is humility. When confronted with the 
truth, the wise person responds: “Thank you, 
because you saved me from trouble!” The wise 
person has no need for a cure, because, by the 
grace of God, he has already found it — the 
fear of the Lord (Proverbs 9:10) — which, sim-
ply put, is “to stand in awe of God,” and which 
is the beginning of wisdom and understand-
ing. From that solid and sure starting point, the 
wise person embarks on a lifelong journey of 
progressively gaining that which he can never 
lose, and which neither the simple, the fool, or 
the mocker will ever attain: an intimate rela-
tionship with the God of the universe — both 
to know Him and to be known by Him, and to 
joyfully dwell in His presence forever.
Very few people who call themselves Chris-
tians, much less agnostics and atheists, under-
stand the source of their unhappiness and an-
ger. Jesus told His disciples as His crucifixion 
approached, “Now is the time for judgement 
on this world; now the prince of this world will 
be driven out” (John 12:31, NIV). Later, He 
said, “I will not say much more to you, for the 
prince of this world is coming. He has no hold 
over me” (John 14:30).   
Paul describes the prince of this world as “the 

Why so much anger and resentment in the church?
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ruler of the kingdom of the air” (Ephesians 
2:2, NIV). Just as radio waves travel invisibly 
through the air, so that the “prince”, well-known 
as Satan, the Devil, broadcasts his moods and 
attitudes of anger, bitterness, hatred, pride, 
selfishness, and rebellion into unsuspecting 
minds to direct the course of the church. Satan 
uses the minds of fools and mockers to achieve 
his objectives. We understand that the God of 
Creation is in charge overall, but long ago He 
appointed the angel Lucifer to manage the af-
fairs of the planet earth. Lucifer became proud 
and arrogant; he was not satisfied with his re-
sponsibilities, and in trying to exalt his throne 
above God, he became Satan the Devil (Isaiah 
14:12 - 13). Therefore, when Jesus said, “he has 
no hold over me,” He meant that the attitudes 
of the Devil could not find a home in Him. 
Can we say the same? How much of our think-
ing is inspired by the prince of this world? Are 
we easily offended by the truth like mockers 
who insult and abuse whoever rebukes them? 
Do we have a victim mentality, thinking that 
our problems are everyone else’s fault? Are we 
filled with anger and bitterness? Do we think 
that no one can tell us what to do? As we ap-
proach the climax of mankind’s attempt at self-
rule apart from God, we face these difficult and 
probing questions. We, as a church face anger 
and bitterness from others who do not agree 
with our thought process because of cognitive 
limitations of some church leaders that cause 
resentment (Lipe & Salterio, 2000). Some peo-
ple seem to be unable to recognise “that having 
resentment against someone is like drinking 
poison and thinking it will kill your enemy” 
(Nelson Mandela). And seeing all that is hap-
pening around us, the “Pastoral Letters,” Circu-
lars and Court Interdicts, we too may be filled 
with anger and a desire for revenge, unaware 
that we are destroying our beloved church and 
ultimately themselves.
The mockers we are seeing within our mist in 
the church use the pulpit, pastoral letters, and 
social media platforms to slander those who 
stand for the truth and justice. They use oth-
er mockers, fools, and simple people as “can-
non fodder” in their evil schemes of destroying 
those they see as enemies. They fabricate sto-
ries against those they see as their adversaries. 
Dr Martin Luther King Jr. said in one of his 
many battles against injustice perpetrated by 
mockers, “When a toxic person can no longer 
control you, they will try to control how others 
see you. The misinformation will feel unfair, 
but one must stay above it, trusting that other 
people will eventually see the truth, just like we 
did.” 

Two of Jesus’s disciples travelling to Jerusalem 
were offended when they were refused lodg-
ing in a Samaritan city. Their accommodation 
booking was cancelled for no reason. This can-
cel-culture is nothing new, but it is taken to 
new hights today. Referring to King Ahaziah’s 
attempt to have prophet Elijah arrested, Jesus’ 
two disciples asked, “Lord, do You want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and 
consume them, just as Elijah did?” That is what 
mockers do when they are faced with the truth. 
No wonder Jesus called James and John “Sons 
of thunder.” “But He turned and rebuked them, 
and said, “You do not know what manner of 
spirit you are of ” (Luke 9: 54 -55 NKJV).
The Consequences of Anger. 
According to Ray Dalio, there are six (6) stages 
through which societies pass, and his markers 
indicate that we are in stage five (5). He de-
scribes our place in the cycle of rise and fall 
as follows: “In stage 5, those who are fighting 
typically work with those in the media to ma-
nipulate people’s emotions to gain support and 
to destroy the opposition. It is well-recognised 
this is now happening. Even every capable and 
powerful people are now too afraid of the me-
dia and mockers to speak up about important 
matters or run for public office.”  
Dalio agrees with the many historians who 
see patterns that repeat themselves in the rise 
and fall of nations. George Santayana support-
ed this argument when he said, “Those who 
cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it.” The best historians recognise this, 
but only a few have any understanding of the 
spirit presence that seeks to influence human 
behaviour. Human nature, influenced by that 
evil, unhappy spirit, take nations down paths 
of destruction. 
Many people in the church do not remember 
the reasons that led to the “Reformation” of the 
Catholic Church in October 1517. The propa-
ganda, fabricated stories, and the misuse of dif-
ferent media platforms we see in church is a re-
peat of what happened to the reformers (John 
Calvin, Jan Hus, John Fox, John Wycliff, John 
Knox, Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli etc. etc.).
The prophet Isaiah described what we see to-
day as follows: “Our courts oppose the righ-
teous, and justice is nowhere to be found. Truth 
stumbles in the streets, and honesty has been 
outlawed. Yes, truth is gone, and anyone who 
renounces evil is attacked. The Lord looked 
and was displeased to find there was no justice” 
(Isaiah 59: 14 – 15, NLT – Africa Study Bible). 
Isaiah’s words should sober us as we read 
Dalio’s description of the transition from 
where we are to where we are going: “When 

winning becomes the only thing that matters, 
unethical fighting becomes progressively more 
forceful in self-reinforcing ways. When every-
one has causes that they are fighting for and 
no one can agree on anything, the system is on 
the brink of civil war / revolution.”  To avoid 
the possibility of the second or third Refor-
mation, we must agree with Dr Martin Luther 
King Jr. when he said, “An individual has not 
started living until he can rise above the nar-
row confines of his individualistic concerns 
to the broader concerns of all humanity”. He 
further suggested that “When evil men plot, 
good men must plan. When evil men burn and 
bomb, good men must build and bind. When 
evil men shout ugly words of hatred, good men 
must commit themselves to the glories of love. 
Where evil men would seek to perpetuate an 
unjust status quo, good men must seek to bring 
into being real order of justice”. 
I am for truth, no matter who tells it. I am for 
justice, no matter who it is for or against. It is 
unfortunate that we have blind loyalists in our 
beloved URCSA who are unable to face reality. 
The first sign of stupidity is when one happi-
ly inherits other people’s enemies in the name 
of loyalty. The reality is “Wrong is wrong, no 
matter who does it or says it”. We should not 
allow URCSA to lose its relevance in the world 
because we became a church that has lost its 
voice for justice.   
According to Gerald Weston, not all civil wars 
are shooting wars – but they are still uncivil. 
The question we must be asking ourselves, as 
URCSA, is: “Is the church entering the Sec-
ond Reformation? I am sure that I am not the 
only one asking this question. But I am among 
the few who know the ultimate answer – after 
the anger, bitterness, hatred, slandering, Jesus 
Christ will return as King of kings to establish 
a world without resentment. The end is recon-
ciliation, the end is redemption, the end is the 
creation of the beloved community. This is the 
time for all of us to introspect to check whether 
we are simple people, fools, mockers, or wise 
people before the judgement day comes.   
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Leadership in presbyteries, leadership in 
congregations, CWL members of the 

Northern Synod. Greetings in His Holy Name. 

The past 11 months we have been through a 
lot as a ministry,   the loss of our members,  
may their souls  rest in peace .All the politics 
of church and the covid aftermath that still ex-
ist... despite all this we have made it through .
We are in the festive season; we have a lot to 
be thankful for. We are here, we have a great 
ministry, and we have grown, thank God for 
that. Psalm12:5

In April 2022, that was the last meeting we 
had. Tough decisions we made to keep our 
ministry afloat, we thank God for the wis-
dom. Psalm 46:

In October 2022, the GS sitting was held in 
the Cape Synod. I managed to attend through 
the strong will of the CWL Synod executive 
committee. We came out of that Victorious. 

Job19:25
We are finishing the year optimistic and cer-
tain that it would not have been possible with-
out all of us shouldering our responsibilities. 
Romans12:12
As we go for Christmas holidays, we shall be 
in the presence of our families. That is the 
greatest gift ever. I wish you happiness with 
your families Ephesians 4:32

When we reconvene next year, we should be 
renewed and ready to celebrate our accom-
plishments.

As we close a curtain on the year that was, 2022 and usher in 
2023, we take a look at some of the highlights especially as 

Christians to see how many lives we have positively touched, as in-
dividuals and also as a ministry.
Our Ministry comes into mind and has lived up to its vision of em-
powering women, and actively building a strong relationship in the 
church through Service and Witness. 
Like Jeremiah said in Jeremiah chapter 17, verse 7- 8, “Blessed are 
those who trust in the Lord, and have made the Lord their hope and 
confidence.
They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach 
deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat, or wor-
ried by the long months of drought.
Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruits”
 We took some of the following tasks as part of our project overall 
plans for 2022:

1. Renovation of the Church Office in Kagiso
2. Outreach programmes in our Presbytery’s.
3.  And awareness programmes at congregational and Presby-
tery level.

NB: The highlight of 2022, being approval of our ministry by the 

General Synod Sitting 2022 at Stellenbosch, Cape Town.
We have been parents to many lives, spiritually, socially, mentally, 
physically and emotionally, as our country is going through many 
challenges and the biggest being lawlessness and moral degenera-
tion.
As we celebrate Christmas, continue to be the light of Faith, Hope, 
Love Joy, Peace and Happiness to all around us.
Let us be real, humble, and share ourselves with the sick, the hungry 
(bodily and spiritually) the homeless, destitute, the most vulnerable 
and all those in need.
May the Holy Spirit empower us to bring comfort to the restless, 
hope to those who despair and healing to the victims of violence?
As we enter the New Year with new hope, let’s put our trust in the 
Lord as he is always there to lend a hand.
The year that is full of promises, and our promise will only be ful-
filled if we are planted by the water.
The Christian Woman’s League, Regional Executive Committee 
wishes you a Merry Christmas and a prosperous new year filled 
with Joy and Happiness.

Message by Mrs Florence Makobonyane  
(Chairperson)

CWL NORTHERN REGIONAL SYNOD
Merry Christmas and prosperity in the New 
Year. 
May God bless and keep you safe. Amen. 

Message by Mrs Mbhalati (Chairperson)

SOUTHERN SYNOD CHRISTIAN WOMEN’s LEAGUE REGIONAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  
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Just to take you back, the last Congress for CWM at General synod was 
held on the 13-16 July 2017 and it was held at Birchwood Hotel and 

Conference centre. It was a ‘woow’ and a successful congress by God’s 
grace. 

We completed the congress on a very high note and the expectation 
was that all congress resolutions were to be implemented for the con-
gress recess period as from 2017-2021. Unfortunately the term of office 
was extended to 2023 due to the worldwide pandemic and gathering 
restrictions. Thus, the envisaged 2020 CWM regional congresses, and 
2021 GS CWM congress plans that was to be hosted by Northern 
synod, could not proceed as planned due to COVID 19 restrictions, a 
situation that was beyond our control. During the pandemic we lost 
quite a significant number of our members and pause here and say, 
may the souls of the departed sisters and mothers in Christ rest in 
eternal peace. 
We are happy to indicate that almost all regional synods’ CWM con-
gresses were successfully held the end of 2021 and in 2022.  We thank 
God that amidst challenges such as financial constraints and a decrease 
in membership the women continue to be in the service of Christ and 
His Church.

ROAD TOWARDS 2023 GENERAL SYNOD CWM CONGRESS

What are the GS CWM plans in place for 2023?

There are two events that will take place in 2023, planned by the current 
GS CWM executive. This will be in addition to our annual meeting the 
beginning of February.
1. Regional Executives Development  workshop:   A weekend long 
workshop is arranged as follows:
                 DATE:    24-26 February 2023
                VENUE:  Kimberley (exact venue will be communicated)
2. GS CWM Congress:  The GS CWM Executive has been working 
hard to ensure that the congress takes place. It has not been easy and 
quite a number of correspondences were forwarded indicating dates for 
congress, followed by unexpected postponement. But by God’s grace the 
communication earlier this year highlighted the dates which will be as 
follows: 
                              DATE:    6-9 July 2023
                              VENUE: Birchwood Hotel and Conference centre
Let us pray for the success of these important events in our calendar.
In conclusion
“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given… (Isaiah 9:6). God 
gave His greatest gift to us on that first Christmas Day. As Christmas 
carols fill the air with joy and merriment, as the chime of church bells 
echoes all around, and prayers reach out to God, On behalf of the GS 
CWM Executive, I wish all the URCSA CWM and the all members of 
URCSA A JOYOUS Christmas and a very Happy New year. 
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 URCSA FREE STATE & LESOTHO REGIONAL SYNOD REACH OUT 
TO THE JAGERSFONTEIN COMMUNITY AFTER THE FLOODS 


